Freedom for what?

Q:  What is the advantage of freedom?

Illustration:  Mel Gibson  Braveheart    Freedom!!!!

What is so great about being free in America?  It is our national religion.  What have we done with our freedom?

Answer:  It is great if you use it serve and to do something great.   With personal sacrifice comes satisfaction.   Doing things because you have to does not fulfill.
Gal 5:1   For freedom we were set free.  Notice how Paul appears to repeat himself.  He is, in a sense saying, “We are free.  Seriously, I mean we are truly free!!!”
Context:  Freedom from laws and rules for salvation (v. 2)
Older Christians:   We are much freer.   Good!!!

Less rules-oriented.   Imposed righteousness.

The question:  What have we done with our freedom?

I remember when I went off to college.  I was SOOO fired up to be free.

Gal 5:13-15
We have been set free.  Free for what?   To indulge the sinful nature?
No, we have been made free so that we serve one another (as well as those outside the body of Christ)

We are free.  What have we done with this freedom?  Many have used our new-found freedom in Christ as license to be less committed.  

5:15   Some have used their freedom to undermine the leadership.

A common expression:  “Freedom in Christ”  

Interpretation:  No one is going to tell me what to do, ever again.

Given freedom = find out where our hearts are really at.   
Why did we share our faith?

Why did we study the Bible?

Many of us do less.  Well, now at least you know why you did it!

The problem:  You miss all the joy of Christianity!!!
1 Peter 2:16,17  How does a free man live?  He takes responsibility for his actions.  He gets to choose to do the right thing.    This is where the joy comes from.
Free to serve

Free to submit willingly to your leaders.

“A cover-up for evil.”   This is what freedom is about for many Americans.

Freedom is wasted on most Americans.

Q:  Is freedom wasted on you?
The past in ICOC:   submission to leaders was forced instead of  willingly offered.
When we are over-controlled and later get our freedom, we tend to go wild and to be rebellious.

Don’t swing the pendulum.  Let us willingly offer ourselves to serve one another on every level.
Illustration:  Marriage.    Husband forces submission?
Summary for 1 Peter 2:16,17   Let us use our freedom as an opportunity to offer ourselves to God, to others and to the work of the church.
1 Cor 9:1,2      9:15-23  
Rhetorical Question:  Am I not free?

Answer:  Yes, of course you are.

What did Paul do with his rights?  He gave them up to serve God and to serve the church.

v. 12  “We did not use our rights.”  Why?  Because in giving up our rights to serve we gain the blessing of God.

v. 15   I would rather die…    This was his greatest pleasure.   He wanted to make something of his life.
Paul: preached out of obligation:   no blessings from that.  
We have stolen people’s blessing

Put it out there out there:  Greatest joy in lif:    truly pouring your life voluntarily into something and watching God bear fruit through it.

Q:  Greatest human?  Nelson Mandella, Albert Schweitzer, Gandhi, Paul, Mother Theresa.  All willingly gave up their freedom to become slaves to a worthy cause.
The key is vs. 23  I do this so that I may share in its blessing.
Why do I do what I do?
We have freedom.   No rules.   Yippeeeee!!!!   Now comes the test.   How are your QTs.  How are you using your money?   Now we really find about your heart.  

Many of us older disciples are flunking this test.

The problem of clergy vs laity
It is hard being a minister!   We do not understand.
Who of you has been in the ministry?   2 Cor 5:16-21.
Who is a FULL TIME minister?

Anyone who is a Christian is a minister.  Our role as disciples is to be ministers of reconciliation in whatever role we take.
Clergy vs laity has gotten WORSE not better since our changes.

When I travel:   People are shocked I do not work for the church.

I have much more freedom and opportunity!!

Why has this not been happening in our fellowship (at least not nearly as much as it ought to)?
For us?   The equivalent.  God wants us to experience spiritual blessings.

Where do we find this?  In serving as a minister.

Ephesians 2:8-10.    What work has God prepared in advance for you to do?  Are you doing it?    

Praise God we are not saved by works.  We are saved by grace.  

We are not saved BY works, but we are saved FOR works.  
Your work:  Turn your gift into a ministry.
Eph 4:11-13.  What IS the function of the “paid” ministry?  To do the work?   No.  
To prepare us to do the work.      
Are you holding up your end of the bargain?

Your part is to use your gift to build a personal ministry.  Do not wait to be asked.  Start building a ministry.
An aside:   Leadership and Membership:

That meeting in San Diego.   We need lessons in membership.

Theme Passage:  Judges 5:2   “When the princes of Israel take the lead and the people willingly offer themselves, praise the Lord.

My 4 part outline:     Let the people willingly offer themselves.
1.  Personal responsibility to be close to God.   Willingly offer yourself to God.
2.  Each member a minister.   You see a need in the church.  Two choices:   you either meet that need or you find someone whose gift it is.  Willingly offer yourself to the church and to the world.

3.  Willingly offer yourselves to the leaders.   Support the leadership.  Golden Rule Membership.    If you were the leader of this group or this church or whatever….     How would you want to be treated?

You disagree?    Say nothing most of the time.

Or say something, but like this.    I do not agree.   I think we should do it like this, but one thing you can count on.   I am going to support you 100%

I want a leader who is looking forward, not back.

We need to cover our leader’s back!!!!

Heb 13:17    Authority based on willingly offering ourself.  Not forced.  

Q:  Who is hurt if you resist or undermine the leadership?

4.  Willing to offer yourselves to each other:  Discipling.

What does that mean?   Encourage one another Heb 3:16.  Teach and admonish one another Coll 3:16.  Carry one another’s burdens.  Gal 6:2  Speak the truth to one another Eph 4:15  Confess to one another James 5:16.  Pray for each other.  James 5:16

Back to the lesson:

Haggai 1:2-6    
Many of us are “building paneled houses.”

We have been “planting much and harvesting little.”
My perspective.   We need to discover  our gift.   We then need to spend the rest of our lives developing that gift into a life-long ministry. 

In the past, only two gifts were recognized.   The gifts of evangelism and of leadership.   Those with other gifts felt dishonored and frustrated.
My own example:  I decided about 12 years ago to pursue teaching as a ministry, whether others agreed with this or not.  
One response:  Who gave you permission to write a book?  I ignored that comment.
Who gave you permission to have a teaching group in San Diego?
I ignored that comment as well.

7 years ago:  Family trip to Mexico City.  No one asked us to do it.
Now, traveling the globe, serving God in a wonderfully fulfilling way.

Stories:  

My wife Jan.  Her gift is to organize activities—to make things happen.  This is not my gift.  In the past year she has:
1. Put on a Tamale sale, raised $800, solicited a gift of $800 more and bought translation equipment for the region.

2. Put on a Christian concert for J. Brian Craig.

3. Put on a “barn dance” for the region.

4. Put on a Valentines Dance for the entire church.

5. Organized, planned and run three AIM classes.

6. Organized the sending of 35 boxes of supplies for the churches in Guatemala and El Salvador.

7. Organized a shoe-box campaign for Christmas items for a school in El Salvador.

8. etc…

A great example of pouring your life into using your gift for God.
Jeff Blancette

A “regular” Christian.  
Joel’s wife and her craft ministry.

The car fixing ministry.

Parable of the talents.    Matthew 25:14-30.    Note vs. 21.  Come and share your master’s happiness.

Analogy of parents.   God is like that with us.    Happiness through serving God
You have talents. 

If you do not use them to serve God, you are sinning.
If you do, you will experience great happiness. 
1 Peter 4:10-11   Each of you should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.
If you do not use them to serve God, you will miss out on the great blessing he has for your life.  This is your golden opportunity to have what God wants for you.

