Raising Teens in
the Church

As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.  Joshua 24:15
INTRO:

We are not the world’s A #1 example.   In fact, we often feel like we know nothing.

Share funny example of the minister who taught classes on parenting.

Teen years can be difficult.  A time of transition.

Prov 23:13,14,  Prov 22:6    →     Eph 6:4    Q:  How do we make the transition from authority to adviser/friend?

Teens are easily exasperated.

Do teens want to learn from their parents?

This is the key question.

Remember:  What is the goal?      Good looks?  Good job?   Success?    This will keep it simple.
Keys:

Humility.    confessing, teachable, repenting, apologizing, take advice from teen leaders, forgive their mistakes/sins.

Parents close to God.     lead by example in this area, share quiet times.  Don’t force it.
Parents changing.   our example becomes even more important.  

Unity between parents.  Consistency, talk out, separate from kids, kids know the expectations and the consequences of breaking rules
Friendship between parents and teens.  Listen w/o correcting, time together, reasoning things through,
Teaching and showing love.    Hospitality,
Relationships with spiritual teens, college students and teen workers—unity 

This is tough stuff.
United parents


Be unified Rom 12:5



Agree to same rules and discipline

Train a child Prov 22:6


Teach to obey everything Mat 28:



Timothy as a child  2 Tim 3:15

Teach to repent 


2Chr 7:14


2cor 7


1Jn 1:9


Ps 11:10


Forgive yet all sin has consequences



Let them know what the consequences of breaking rules will be



God disciplines those he loves Prov 3:12



Foolishness is bound up in a child Prov 22:15



Deliver his soul from hell Prov 23:14



An undisciplined child will bring shame to his mother Prov 29:15

Teach to pray 

1 Chr 16:11

Teach to be responsible


Submit to authority Mat 26:39, 42; Heb 5:8; 1 Cor 16:1 ^Paul Mark 14:37; Luke 22:42



Law, school, church, government


Teach to love 



God  love theLord your God



People in God’s church




Develop deep relationships in the church





Having a spiritual best friend






Get them together often





Support teen workers and teen activities





Do not punish by denying teen activities





Have older teens and college disciples to your house






Have cool spiritual people around  to mentor




Teach to be giving, reach out to all people, even poor  and those that are different.

Develop a deep relationship


Friendship with you son or daughter



Listen w/o interrupting or correction




Be humble




Examine yourself  1Cor 11:28   2 Cor 13:5


Be patient Rom 12:12



Reason together Is 1:18



Be kind and forgive Eph 4:32 ; 

forgiven Ps 32:1



Have fun, be goofy and laugh

Be an example to all people, especially your children and their friends


All men will know you are my disciples by your love


Watch your life and doctrine closely 



Don’t be a hypocrite. 

Practice what you preach

You shall know them by their fruits Mat 7:16

Practice hospitality


Have people over to your house

To eat, to play, or just to hang out Mat 25:34



Have teen workers and other teen disciples over often




Feed them, give birthday and Christmas gifts, gas money




Have teen workers in high regard




Talk with them often, encourage them, get advice from them

The result

Tree planted by a stream  Pa 1:1-3

From a good heart comes good things Mat 12:35

Having fruits of the spirit in your life Gal 5:22

Get a lot of help


Get advice


Confess James 5:16


Have them pray for you and your household


Pray to God for help, ask for wisdom James 1:5


Parents are converted all over again with each child studying the bible


Don’t grow weary Rom 12:12

