Old Testament Survey
Suggested Texts:

He Loves Forever  Thomas H. Olbricht  College Press

A Quick Overview of the Bible  Douglas Jacoby  Harvest House

Israel’s Gospel (A study in OT theology)  John Goldingay  (this is a tough book!)
Theme of the Bible:   God wants a relationship with us.

Theme of the Old Testament:   God is sending the Messiah, bringing salvation

Theme of the New Testament:  The Messiah is here, bringing salvation.

Jewish Outline of the Old Testament: Tanakh  (Luke 24:44)
I.  “The Law” (Pentateuch, Torah)  Genesis-Deuteronomy

II.  “The Prophets”  neviim  Joshua….2 Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah… “The Twelve,” 
III.  “The Psalms (Writings)”  ketuvim Psalms, Proverbs, Job,.. Ruth,.. Lamentations,…Daniel, Ezra,… II Chronicles  (Matthew 23:35, Luke 11:51  “From the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar…[2 Chron. 24])
Our Outline of the Old Testament

I.  Genesis.

II  Moses and the Law.  Exodus-Deuteronomy.

III  History  Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I, II Samuel, I Chronicles.
IV  History, cont. early prophets I Kings, 8th and 7th centuries

V. History, cont. later prophets  II Kings 6th century 

VI  Exile and post-exile  Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Zecheriah, Malichi
VII. Wisdom Literature  Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs.  

Themes of the Old Testament:

I  The Messiah is coming.

II  God chooses a person and a people through whom to send the Messiah.

III  God wants to bless his people (physically).  The grace of God.

(Some people say OT an angry and vengeful God  NT a loving, patient and gracious God. This is so far from the truth!)

IV  The call to repentance.

V  God’s amazing patience with his people

VI  Judgment for those who will not repent.  This is a major and unmistakable theme!
VII.  Salvation and forgiveness

VIII  God works through history

Historical Outline:

The fall

God chooses a man of faith

God creates a tribe

God creates a people

God sends his people a covenant

God gives his people a place and a temple

God sends his prophets.

All of this is a preparation for sending his Son to those people.

I  Patriarchal Period.          (Genesis and Job)
II  Captivity in Egypt.

III  Exodus and wandering in the Wilderness.

IV  Judges

V  Kings


a. United Kingdom


b. Divided Kingdom.

VI  Captivity and return from exile.

Covenants.
Noah Genesis 9:1f  Never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.
Abraham Genesis 17  The covenant of circumcision.  So shall your offspring be…

Moses  Exodus 24.  The glory of the Lord settled on the Mountain.Ex 24:8
David  2 Sam 7:  “I will raise up your offspring…Your house and yoru kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.  A covenant with the family of David.
New Covenant Jer 31:31  The time is coming, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel… It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers.
Major Historical Events:
Creation

The Flood   judgment
The choice of Abraham   salvation
Escape from Egypt    salvation
Kingship of David     salvation
Destruction of the Northern Kingdom     judgment
Destruction of the Southern Kingdom     judgment
Restorations under Zerubabbel and Ezra    salvation
Key Figures on the Old Testament:   (What does God want us to learn from each of their stories?)
Adam    Giving in to temptation
Noah    Faithful preacher
Abraham    Man of faith
Joseph      Man of perseverance
Moses     Humility
Joshua      Courage
Samuel      Wisdom
David      Heart
Elijah                         All are prefigures of the Messiah

Timeline:

	Old Testament Event
	Date 
	OT Book

	Creation
	?
	Genesis

	The Flood
	?
	Genesis

	Abraham
	1950 BC
	Genesis, Job?

	Isaac
	1850 BC
	Genesis

	Jacob
	1800 BC
	Genesis

	Israel in Egypt
	1800-1450 BC
	None

	Moses in Egypt, Exodus and Wandering
	1450-1400 BC
	Exodus-Deuteronomy

	Israel enters and conquers Promised Land
	1400 BC
	Joshua

	Period of the Judges
	1400-1050 BC
	Judges, Ruth

	David, king of Israel
	1050-1000 BC
	I,II Samuel, I Kings, I Chron.

	Solomon, King
	1000-950 BC
	I Kings, 2 Chronicles

	Rehoboam, Jeroboam, Divided Kingdom
	950-722 BC
	I,II Kings, 2 Chronicles

	Northern Kingdom (Samaria) destroyed
	722 BC
	Isaiah, I Kings, II Chron

	Jerusalem defeated by Nebuchadnezzar
	605 BC
	Jeremiah, II Kings, II Chron

	Jerusalem, temple Destroyed by Neb.
	586 BC
	Jeremiah, II Kings, II Chron

	Babylonian captivity
	605-586 BC
	Ezekiel, Daniel

	Restoration under Cyrus, Persia
	536 BC
	Ezra, Daniel

	Restoration under Darius, temple rebuilt
	520 BC, 516 BC
	Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah

	Jerusalem rebuilt.  Artaxerxes, Nehemiah
	458-440 BC
	Ezra, Nehemiah, Malachi

	Greek Period
	330-164 BC
	Daniel, I Maccabees

	Maccabeen and Roman period
	164, 63 BC
	I Maccabees


Other dates:

330 BC  Alexander “the Great” conquers Palestine   

167 BC  Antiochus Epiphanes desecrates the Temple

164 BC  Successful revolt of the Maccabees.  Brief Jewish independence begins.

63 BC  Pompey conquers Jerusalem for Rome.

37-4 BC Herod “the Great” rules in Judea.

6,5 BC  Jesus Christ born.

Language and Author(s):  
Hebrew and Aramaic (Ezra 4:8–6:18, 7:12–26, Daniel 2:4-7:28)
Many authors

Heb 1:1  In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days….

God spoke through history, poetry, prophecy, proverb

God spoke through kings (David, Solomon), patriarchs (Moses), poets (Asaph), scribes (the history books), priests (Ezra), prophets, prophetesses (Deborah), government administrators (Nehemiah)

Each writer brought out a particular aspect of God’s nature.

Hosea:  the grace of God

Amos: social justice

Isaiah: the holiness of God

David: the heart of God

Joel:  the judgment of God

Etc.

Many of the authors we do not know, such as Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I,II Sam, I,II Kings, etc.

Who wrote Genesis? 

Who picked the canon of the OT?

Talmud:  “Men of the great assembly”  approx. 450 BC Ezra.

Scholars:  Final canon by about 250 BC  Septuagint translation

NOT the council of Jamnia in AD 90.  They merely confirmed what was already accepted for 250+ years.
Homework:

a. Ex credit:  Read 1 Maccabees

b. Memory verses  Romans 15:4  and/or  1 Cor 10:11

Old Testament Class  #2   Genesis

A Brief Outline of the Whole Bible:

I. Genesis 1  God created the universe and the earth.  It was very good.

II. Genesis 2  God created man so that we could have an intimate relationship with him.

III.  Genesis 3 and 4  We messed up very badly—destroying that relationship.

IV.  Genesis 5-Rev 20  God is repairing the damage done by sin.
V.  Rev 21-22  God has fixed the problem and we are back in a relationship with him.
Or:
Genesis 1  Who God is.

Genesis 2 Who we are.

Genesis 3 and 4   The problem.

Genesis 5 to the end of the Bible.  The solution.

God does not waste his time!  He gets right to the point.

Themes of Genesis:  
1. God: a loving Creator.

2. Sin and separation from God.

3. Judgment

4. God chooses a man of faith through whom to send the Messiah.

(The theme of Exodus through Deuteronomy will be God is preparing a nation through whom to send the Messiah)
Outline:

Ch 1.   Creation

God, the creator

Ch 2,3
Adam and Eve

The fall of man, the beginning of the plan of salvation.

Ch 4   Cain and Abel

Temptation, sin, judgment and death.

Ch. 5  Geneaology

God’s plan to send the Messiah

Ch 6-9
 The Flood

Judgment against sin and salvation by faith

Ch 10  More Geneaology
God’s plan to send the Messiah

Ch 11  The tower of Babel
God opposes the proud

Ch 12-23    Abraham

God chooses a person through whom to send the Messiah.





The Father of Faith.

Ch 24-26   Isaac

The Son of Promise

Ch 27-35   Jacob

The Father if Israel
Ch 37-47  Joseph

Favorite son and savior of Israel
Ch 49  The Twelve Tribes     Prophecies concerning God’s people
Ch 50  The Death of Jacob
God created patterns in history to tell us a consistent story.  What is that story?
Ch 1  Creation of the heavens and the earth, of life and of mankind.
Genesis 1 is a theological treatise, not a scientific one.

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
In the beginning…

In the beginning God…

In the beginning God created….

Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  Also, Romans 1:21-25.  We should worship God, not the things God has created.
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (ie. the entire physical universe)

If this is true, then every other ‘ism and every other world view devised my man is proved false.

Competing World Views:

polytheism, animism, dualism, pantheism, atheism/naturalism postmodernism (no valid world view), deism, theism.

All are debunked by Genesis 1:1  (assuming, of course, that it is true)

Arguably, deism is not debunked until Genesis chapter 2.

The Christian World View According to Genesis 1-4

1. The physical world is:    a. real      b. created out of nothing (ex nihilo)    and    c. essentially good.
2. There exists an unseen spiritual reality which is not limited to or defined by the physical reality.  Human beings have a spiritual aspect to their nature.
3. The creator of both the physical and spiritual realm is the God who reveals himself in the Bible. 

4. Human beings have both a physical and a spiritual nature, The spiritual nature is more essential as it is eternal.
5. God is not easily defined but he can be characterized by certain qualities.  God is a person. God is love, God is just, God is holy, God is omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent.
6. Although all God’s creation, including the physical world is good, evil does exist.  Such evil is the result of freedom of will given to created beings and their subsequent decision to use that freedom to rebel--to “sin” 
7. Because of God’s justice and his holiness, those who choose to rebel against him will ultimately be judged and separated from God for eternity.
8. The solution to evil, to sin and its eternal consequences is provided by God through the atoning substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

All of this is found in Genesis 1-4
Genesis 1:2-10  The universe is formless and empty, but God creates order and distinctions out disorder and formlessness.

Light vs dark

Water vs earth vs sky

Living vs not living  1:11
Male vs female  1:27
Good vs evil  Gen 3
Soul and Spirit  Heb 4:12

The world wants to blur some of these things

Genesis 1:11-25  God creates life.   An extreme amount of order.  Order which would never occur naturally.
Genesis 1:26-30  God creates mankind in his image to rule the earth (and to live in fellowship with him Ch. 2)

Q:  What does it mean that we are in his image?

We create things.  We are able to give and receive love.  We are spiritual and eternal, We have our own little sovereignty,  

Q:  What are the implications that we are in charge of the earth?  (Heb 2:8)

1:28  He blessed them.  This was his plan.

Summary of Genesis 1: 31  It was very good (not just good)

Q:  Do you agree with this claim?  What about evil?

Again, this goes against most other world views.

Q:  Why, then, is there evil?  Genesis 3.

Genesis Chapter One and Science
Theories about Genesis 1 and creation:

A. Young Earth


1. Young, and scientific evidence supports this conclusion.  Problem: it is simply 

                 not true!!!!


2. Created with an appearance of age. Therefore scientists will discover an old

                Earth.   Problem:  If true, then we deduce some uncomfortable conclusions.



a. How far away is that galaxy?



b. Dinosaurs and Trilobites etc. never lived.



c. Is God trying to trick us?    Who is to say.

B.  Day/Age


Each “day” of Genesis One represents a stage/era over which God created the

            earth in its present form.   Consistent with scientific data.


Problem:   This is not the natural interpretation of  “There was evening and there 

            was morning—the first day.”

C.  Gap Theory


Posits a huge “gap” of time between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2.  At some point, 

            God recreated the earth over six days.


Problems:  This gap is very speculative.    Does it really solve the science 

problems?  Where is the evidence of this recreation?   Seems contrived.  Ockham’s Razor.

D.  Framework Theory


The creation week is a literary convention, not intended to be chronological, but 


thematic.   Sees two triads of “days”  day 1-3 and 4-6.  God created the heavenly objects (1,4), God created the sea and the land (2,5) and God created life (3,6).  The purpose of this story is not to provide chronological information, but to show how Jehovah, not Baal or other pagan gods, is the creator of cosmos and of life.

Bruce Waltke summarizes his own reflections on the literary genre of the passage:

. . .it is a literary-artistic representation of the creation. To this we add the purpose, namely, to ground the covenant people's worship and life in the Creator, who transformed chaos into cosmos, and their ethics in his creative order.

Problems:   In denying chronology it seems to deny a chief feature of the account.  If Genesis 1 is not historical, what about the rest of Genesis?

E.  “Just a myth”


Problems:  Inconsistent with what we know of the rest of the Bible.  Also, how do

            you explain the scientific quality of this myth?    More on this later.

A quick summary of Genesis chapter one:

a. God existed before the creation of the universe

b. God created the universe:   “Let there be light”

c. God created the earth

d. God created life

e.  Last of all, God created mankind

In that order

More detail

Genesis 1 account from the perspective of one on the surface of the earth

The earth has been created and is spinning:  night and day  Day 1

Water covered the earth and a very thick atmosphere formed  Day 2

Later, as the earth cooled, land appeared out of the water.   Day 3

Then life appeared on the earth   Day 3

[That life dramatically changed the chemistry of the atmosphere from reducing to oxidizing]       

Finally, the heavenly objects appeared in the sky   Day 4

More advanced life forms; first in the water, later on the land   Day 5

Even more advanced life forms.  Last of all human beings   Day 6

Funny Story:   Katie and Dr. Quinn Medicine Woman.

Is Genesis 1 a myth?

Yes.  It is a true myth.

Every ancient culture has a creation myth.

The Babylonian creation myth:  Gods emerge from a divine swamp which had existed forever. These gods came out of the swamp in male and female pairs. As the younger gods appeared, they did battle with the older gods. In one battle, Marduk, the son of Ea (the earth God) attacked and killed the first god of all, Tiamat. He caught her in a net and crushed her skull. As the divine blood of Tiamat spilled to earth, the Babylonian creation myth claims that the blood and mud mixed and formed the first humans.

Ancient Egyptian creation story:  The common creation myth of the Egyptians was that at the beginning the universe was filled with a primordial ocean called the Nun. The waters of the Nun were stagnant. Out of the limitless flood rose the primeval hill. This primeval hill eventually became the landmass of the earth. The priests of each of the great cult centers of Egypt claimed that their city was the point where the landmass of the earth originated. Some believe the great pyramids at Giza represent the primeval hill. 

Greek creation story:   All the animals were originally formed by the gods Prometheus and Epimethius. These gods formed the animals from clay molds—analogous to the production of cast iron. Greek myth also includes the idea that Atlas holds the sky up above the earth on his shoulders, as well as the view that the sun rides across the sky each day in Apollo’s chariot. 

Japanese creation story:   Shinto scripture holds that two gods, Izanagi and Izanami, were given a gift of a spear adorned with jewels. At the time of this gift, the earth was a muddy chaos over which the gods had flung a bridge. Izanagi and Izanami went out on the celestial bridge and thrust their spear into the muddy chaos. They drew it back, all spattered with mud. Some of the mud fell from the spear to earth, and formed one of the Japanese islands. Then these two gods came and took up residence on this island. Out of their union the principal islands of Japan were created.

Hindu creation story:   The first man, Manu, arrives on an earth devoid of animals. Out of a sacrifice Manu offered to the gods, the first woman was made. Manu lusted after the woman, so she changed into a cow. Manu changed himself into a bull, and their offspring were cattle. Next, the woman changed into a goat, and Manu changed himself into a he-goat—and so forth—until all the animals were created.

A creation myth of the Native American Iroquois nation:    In the beginning there were two brothers, Enigorio and Enigohahetgea. One was good and one was evil. The former went about the world, furnishing it with gentle streams, fertile plains and good fruits. The latter followed him maliciously, creating rapids, thorns and deserts. Eventually Enigorio turned on his evil brother and crushed him into the earth, where he still lives, receiving the souls of the dead and existing as the author of evil.

Skip the following material in the class?
[All this discussion of Genesis being a “true myth” presupposes the day/age theory.

Is this a possible interpretation?

Important theologians who considered the metaphorical “day” explanation to be likely:

Philo  1st century

Origin early 3rd century

Augustine early 5th century

Thomas Aquinas 13th century

Translations of yom in the Old Testament

1181 times as “day” (but with several different connotations

 of the word, some not being literal.  ex Isaiah 4:2 In that day, the Branch 

 of the Lord will be beautiful)

67 times as “time”

30 times as “today”

18 times as “forever”

10 times as “continuously”

6 times as “age”

4 times as “life”

2 times as “perpetually”]
Genesis 1-4 is the most amazing theology every written by man.:   

Genesis Ch 2  Who is Man?
2:5-25  The creation of man (a recounting of part of the 6th day)

1. Created in God’s Image. 1:27
2. Given dominion over the earth and blessed by God. 1:26,28
3. Created to know God and to be known by him.  God walked in the garden 3:8
4. Created for relationships 2:18, 23-25

4. Created with “free will.” 2:9, 15-17
Why did God put the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden?  Because he loves us and he wants us to love him.  Love gives a choice.

In this sense, Adam and Eve are us!   The story of Adam and Eve is the story of each of us.
Genesis Ch 3.  The Problem:  Adam and Eve.   Types of us in a bad way as well!

3:6  Sin is “desireable”

Adam and Eve abused their choice.
Their sin?  Pride.  Wanting to usurp God.

Result:   Shame, lost innocence,   - death  (physical death for them, spiritual death for us)

- separated from God, kicked out of the garden

What a great picture of the human condition….  But it really happened.
God can make actual, historical events into symbols.

The story of Adam and Eve is the story of us.  We had everything.  God had just one command.  We broke the command and look at the result.  This is why there is evil in the world.  Why?  Because God loves us.
Romans 5:12-19

Adam a type of Jesus

Sin of Adam set a pattern and produced a terrible result

Sinless life of Jesus set a pattern and produced a wonderful result.
Note the first Messianic prophecy:   Gen 3:14,15

Genesis Ch 4

Cain and Abel.   The story of how sin will cause us to lose our relationship with God and with each other.

Genesis 4:1-16   Things did not improve with their children
When sin gets in there, things do not get better.
4:6  For us, “sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.”
James 1:13-15.   God breaks it down for us.
Genesis 5  The first genealogy.   Adam, Seth,….Noah…  The line through whom the Messiah came.
Noah and the Flood  Genesis 6-8.   Another “true myth.”
Bible:   the flood occurred, not because of some natural law, but because of man’s sin. Genesis 6:6-8  “The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.” 

Imagine that:  God’s heart was filled with pain.  Why?  Because his creatures rejected him.  What will he do?   He will judge those who reject him and save those who put their faith in him.

The flood is a picture of what happened.

The flood is a picture of the world as it is today

The flood is a picture of the world as it will be at the end.

The flood is a foreshadow of both judgment and salvation.

[Cultures with a flood story:  

Hindus Burma (Myanmar) New Guinea Aborigines of Australia New Zealand Iroquoi Incas Aztecs Greeks Babylonians Sumerians Celts, etc….
Sumerians date dynasties before “the flood” and after “the flood”

8 foot layer of mud below city of Ur

The Gilgamesh Epic. 

Akkadia 2000 BC

Common elements:

1.  The flood a judgment.

2.  Massive or world wide in effect.

3.  Some humans saved from this flood and repopulate the earth.

My conclusion:

The flood, if it happened, was a dramatic, worldwide, miraculous event in which God judged the earth.]
Flood is a type, Judgment is the antitype.   2 Peter 3:3-7.  
v. 6-7 By water also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 

Every reality in NT is foreshadowed by an historical event in the OT.  Judgment Day is no exception.

As with the type, so with the antitype.

Judgment day is bad news for most, but not for Noah and family.  1 Pet 3:20-22.

In both cases, a few are saved through water.  Baptism is not a symbol, Noah’s flood is the symbol.

As Jesus was raised, so was Noah raised from the dead.
Noah tells us about judgment and salvation by God’s grace.
Genesis 11  The second genealogy.   Phase II of God’s plan to send the Messiah.   Noah to Abraham.   (and the Tower of Babel—a story of human pride and God’s response to that pride)
Genesis 12-23  Abraham, Ishmael and Isaac.
The story of Genesis is the story of God and it is the story of Abraham—salvation by faith.

Abraham’s faith is a type of the saving faith we have.  Romans 4:11-12.

He is the father (type) of all those who not only are circumcised….

God was telling the Jews all along that salvation is by faith.

Romans 4:16,17   father, forerunner, type of all of us.
Genesis (12, 15, and) 17  God makes a covenant with Abram.  The covenant of circumcision.  This is a key moment.  God now has a people of his own possession.  As a symbol, God changes his name to Abraham (father or many).

God’s promises to Abraham:

Genesis 12:2  I will make you into a great nation.

Genesis 12:3  All nations will be blessed through you.

Gen 13:15  I will give you this land.

Genesis 15:4-5  I will give you a son, and your offspring will be like the stars in the sky.

Genesis 17:6  Kings will come from you.

Why did God do this?   Because Abraham was righteous?   No, because of his faith.

Ishmael, Isaac, Hagar, Sarah

Ishmael  →  Israel   born the usual way

Isaac  →   the church    born by miracle.

Israel children of God by birth.   Us:  children of God by choice.

This should really bother the Jews.  Ishmael is a foreshadow of us!!!! 

We are children of Abraham.  Jesus:  no you are not.

I’m not just making this up:  Gal 4:21-31

As Ishmael persecuted Abraham out of jealousy, so the Jews persecuted the early Christians.   

God had this thing planned all along—to miraculously adopt us into his family.

Type:    Sarah:   Get rid of that woman and her son.  (Genesis 21:10)

Antitype:  God rejecting Israel and accepting the church.    70 AD it happened.

More foreshadows in Abraham.

Gen 22:1-6  Take your son, your only son…

Isaac is a type of Christ, and Abraham is a type of the Father.

Abraham got up early the next day.  God is not holding back.

God was willing to give up his only son.

The cool thing is that this actually happened.

By the way Mt. Moriah is the site of the temple and the place where Jesus was condemned to die.  Coincidence?

1 Cor 15:3-4  Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.

                       He was raised on the third day according to the scriptures.    Fulfilled here!

Heb 11:19  Figuratively speaking Abraham received his son back from the dead.

Look at Isaac.  He carried the wood to be used for his own sacrifice up Mt. Moriah.

Abraham:  You are the sacrifice.   Isaac:  If you say so, father.
Genesis 14  6.  Melchizedek.    Priest and King.  A prophecy of the priesthood of Jesus.
a. King of Salem (Jerusalem)        Jesus is king of spiritual Jerusalem.

b.  Sal em (shalom) means peace.  King of peace.  Jesus prince of peace.

c.  Greater than the Law  Hebrews 7:1-10  Abraham offered tribute

d.  Abraham offered bread and wine to Melchizedek (Genesis 14:18).  Coincidence?

e.  Chosen as priest, not born as one.

f. did not die

An Aside:   Archaeology and Genesis

Genesis:  Ur a large and prosperous city around 1900 BC The point:  if Bible is an historical fantasy 500 BC, how did they know that?

 

 Haran, a smaller, frontier city in NW Mesopotamia    Note:  Haran was abandoned about 1800 BC.  How did Jews 500 BC know about this city?

 

Ebla Tablets  1975   peaked in importance about 2000 BC   17,000 clay tablets

 

Names mentioned include   Isaac, Jacob, Abraham, Terah, Nahor and Serug
 

The point:  these names were unknown 1000 years later.  This story could not have been invented.

 

Ex:   read a letter, supposedly written 1890,  including names such as Skyler, Jamal, Brittany

 

Or letter, supposedly written 2004  with names such as Gertrude, Harold

 

Story of Laban chasing Jacob to retrieve the household gods (Genesis 31)   Why was Laban more concerned with getting back his household gods than his own daughter?    

 

Babylonian Laws: whoever possessed the household gods inherited the family property.   Oh!

 

What about Sodom and Gomorrah?  Bible:  fairly well-watered, large cities

 

League of 5 cities:   Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, Zoar (Genesis 14:2)

 

Today:  SE corner of Dead Sea.  Total wasteland.
 

Archaeologists discovered about 2000 BC Dead Sea twice as large, much wetter.

 

Guess how many wadis contain ruins of cities?    Five!!

 

All destroyed about 2000 BC by fire

 

Largest city (presumably Sodom) as thick as 7 ft. ashes.
The graveyard considerable distance from the city:  Burned from the top down!

 

Also:

 

The Hittites.   Skeptics in 19th century.  This is all just a made up story.  No such people ever existed.

 

Bible:   A major power in Palestine about 1800 BC.  Mentioned 47 Times

 

1906  Hugo Winkler discovered Hattusha.  Large empire with many cities.
Genesis 19:  Sodom and Gomorrah.

A foreshadow of Judgment and of salvation!   (a common theme in the Bible, so there are a lot of foreshadows in the OT)

Sodom is a type of sin

What happened to Sodom, then, becomes a foreshadow of those who sin.

 (2 Peter 2:6)

The message:  unrepented sin will lead to judgment.  Did God make this symbol subtle?

But there is another message.  What about Lot.   Believe it or not, S&G is about the grace of God.

Type: Lot is us!!   God saved Lot.  Was Lot a way righteous person?

2 Pet 2:6  Was Lot a righteous man?  Acc. To God yes!

Lot is the tattered but surviving Christian.  He barely makes it, but he makes it!   God is not encouraging us to be like Lot, but he intends to comfort us through Lot.

Lot’s wife.    Q:  What does God use her as a type of?   Those who are saved, but look back and are lost.

Luke 17:32  Remember Lot’s wife!!!  Luke 9:62  takes on new meaning.
Genesis 25.  Jacob and Esau.  (similar pattern to Ishmael and Isaac)   The blessing of God comes, not through birth, but through promise.  The Jews should have noticed this!
Esau:  Israel and Old Covenant     first born, should have been favored, but God chose Jacob.

Jacob:  Us!  the church!  The New Covenant.  God is telling us he will set up a New Covenant.

Romans 9:10-13.

God chose Israel.   The Jews deserved the blessing of God.  They were the natural born first son, but God chooses us.  Do you feel special?
Did God hate Esau?

Esau became the father of the Edomites (Book of Numbers and later)
Was Jacob more righteous than Esau?

Note:  the message of Jacob and Esau:   God did not choose you because you were so much better than everyone else.

Another message from Esau:  you can sell your birthright (Hebrews 12:16)

Genesis 37, 39-45  Joseph  A prefigure of the Messiah.   King  (actually prince)
Started at Jacob’s right hand.   Became a slave in Egypt   God raised him up to his own right hand.    This is the story of the Messiah.
(but it is also the story of us.  We started in the garden, we ended up in Egypt, and we will end up back in the garden)

Reminds me of Hosea 11:1  Out of Egypt I called my son.  Those who critique Matthew 2:15 are mistaken.  They do not understand the thrust of the Old Testament.
a.  favorite son if Jacob/Israel       Jesus the only son

b.  tended sheep (a recurring theme as Jesus is the good shepherd)
c.  God in a dream:   you will rule over your brothers as king    Jesus a king

d.  brothers conceived a plan to kill him.    (brother Israelites)

e. betrayed by his brothers for 20 pieces of silver 

f.  God brought him to Egypt to protect from jealous brothers  (Jesus from Herod)

g.  raised by God to king from very humble situation.

h.  most importantly to be a figure of the Messiah:  saved Israel!!

Finish:  Genesis 49  esp v. 10   Jesus the branch (Nazarene)  Lineage of the Messiah.
Jacob the father of twelve sons and the father of the twelve tribes of Israel.

Leah: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun

Rebekkah:  Joseph (Menasseh, Ephraim), Benjamin   There were actually 13 tribes (two half-tribes)

Bilhah: Dan, Naphtali

Zilpah: Gad, Asher

v. 10  scepter, ruler

v. 11 donkey, colt, wine “blood of grapes.”

Class #3    The Law.   Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.
Outline of the four books:

God saves his people from slavery

God gives his people a Law and a Covenant

God protects his people in the Wilderness. (but he also disciplines them for their rebellion)
God brings his people to the Promised Land

Exodus
Theme:   God saves his people from bondage.

Application:  God will go to any length for us to be saved from bondage to sin.

Outline:

Ch 1   
   Israel in slavery.

Ch 2   
   God prepares Moses.

Ch 3-6    God sends Moses.

Ch 7-11   The ten plagues.

Ch 12
    The Passover.

Ch 12-14 The Exodus, crossing the Red Sea

Ch 15-17  Wandering and grumbling.

Ch 18
     Moses and Jethro

Ch 19-31  At Mt. Sinai.  Moses receives the Law.

Ch 32
     Aaron and the golden calf.  The first tablets destroyed.

Ch 33-40  More laws.

Basic outline of the historical foreshadowing in Exodus – Joshua:

In Egypt = bondage to sin, being a non-Christian

Escape from Egypt = salvation, leaving our life of sin.

Wandering in the Wilderness = life of a disciple, learning to rely on God

Entering the Promised Land = entering heaven—a secure relationship with God.

I.  Slavery in Egypt  →   Slavery  to Sin      
A little background:  Is Exodus about 1420 BC or 1280 BC?  Not sure.

Tel el Amarna Letters    The Habiru plunder all lands of the king.  If archers are here this year, then the lands of the king, the lord, will remain, but if the archers are not here, then the lands of the king, my lord are lost. 
400-450 years went from 70 to 2 million.  Possible?  If they doubled every 30 years, the population would have been 3 million

John 8:34  Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.

God hates sin.  Sin enslaves.  But God hates it when his people are enslaved to sin.  He sent a savior.   Q:  Who is Moses a type of in this case?
Exodus 2:23-25  God sees his people suffering (like he sees us now)
Exodus 3:7-10   I am sending you to set my people free from slavery.  
How do we get out of our sin?  We need a savior.  God sent Moses.
Exodus 5:1-5   Pharaoh = Satan    Let my people go to worship me 
Foreshadow:  When we are in slave to sin, we cannot have a relationship with God.  (they could not worship as long as they were “in Egypt”  (Hosea 11:6).

Satan (Pharaoh) says, Sure!  No problem!  You can go!   No.  It took ten plagues.

It might take some plagues to get your friends out of Egypt!

blood, frogs, gnats, flies, livestock, boils, hail, locusts, darkness, firstborn.

The 10th plague.  The Passover. Exodus 11, 12.

II.  The Passover.

The final plague.  God sent the destroying angel to kill all the firstborn in Egypt.  Death sentence.
God:   Kill an unblemished Passover lamb and sprinkle the blood on the wooden beam above the door of your houses.

Jesus was killed on eve of the Passover!!   Is this coincidence??  The event is a foreshadow of the death of Jesus on the Cross.

The blood of the Passover lamb saved the first born of Israel from physical death.

The blood of Jesus, shed on Passover saves us from spiritual death.

The Passover event freed Israel from physical bondage to physical slavery.

The death of Jesus freed spiritual Israel from spiritual bondage to sin.

The Passover required an unblemished lamb.

Jesus was an unblemished lamb.   Jn 1:29  Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  1 Cor 5:7  Christ our Passover Lamb.  Rev 13:8  slain from the creation of the world.
The blood was sprinkled on the cross-beam over the house.

Jesus’ blood was spilled out on a cross-beam

God:  Do not break any of the bones of the Passover Lamb (Exodus 12:46)

(Psalms 22:17, Jn 19:31-33)   None of Jesus’ bones were broken.
The Passover Meal is also a foreshadow of the Lord’s Supper.

The Last Supper would better be titled the Last Seder.  .  Luke 22:14-16.  It will find fulfillment in the kingdom of God.  That’s right…  The Lord’s Supper.  

1.  The Passover meal was given as a remembrance of God’s salvation (Exodus 12:14)   commemorate   for generations to come…a lasting ordinance.

2.  The Passover meal includes unleavened bread.  The Jews had to leave their life of slavery so hastily that they had to use unleavened bread.  Meaning for us:  leave your life of sin.  Do not look back.  (Luke 9:62)  Leaven = influence of sin.     LS also includes unleavened bread.  1 Cor 5:7,8  a little leaven works through the whole batch of dough….

Therefore let us keep the festival  Passover, LS

3.  Bitter herbs  Remember the bitterness of slavery in Egypt.  For us:  we ought to examine ourselves

4. Wine.  Traditionally, three cups.  The third cup was shared after supper.  This was called the cup of redemption.  After supper he took the cup…
III  The Exodus

Exodus 12:31  Finally Pharaoh says go!

The people are fired up.  They are free!!!

No they are not!  They are not “saved.”  They are still in Egypt.

We have many friends like this.
They had to pass through water.      Were they saved symbolically when they passed through the water?  No!  As with the type, so with the antitype.

Notice:  The army that enslaved them was literally washed away in the water.

1 Cor 10:1-4

Were they in the Promised Land?  Why doesn’t God just send us directly to heaven?
IV. Moses.  A prefigure of the Messiah.

 Prophet,  priest (sort of)  and prince (sort of)  (Jesus was prophet, priest and king)
Deut 18:17-19.   God told Moses he was a prefigure of Christ.  I will raise up a prophet like you….

a. Death sentence as a baby.  God protected him. (like Jesus and Herod)
b.  Raised from poverty to be prince in King’s house.  Right hand of Pharoah (Jesus at right hand of God).

c. Hosea 11:1 and Matt 2:13-15  Out of Israel I called my son.  True of both Jesus and Moses.

d. Gave up right hand position with Pharoah to become a slave with God’s people.  Stepped down from exalted position to save Israel.  (as did Jesus)
e. Led Israel out of physical slavery.    (Jesus led spiritual Israel out of spiritual slavery)

f.  Forty years in the wilderness preparing  (only forty days in the wilderness preparing for Jesus, but He was God!)

g.  God gave Moses Aaron to prepare the way/speak for him   (Jesus had John the Baptist)

h.  Israel baptized into Moses in Red Sea.      (Jesus followers baptized.)

i.  Produced bread (manna)  So did Jesus  (Jn 6:1-13,  Jesus is the bread of life John 6:32)

j.  Produced water from a rock.   (Jesus sent the Holy Spirit like a stream of water…John 4:13,14) 
k.  Spoke to God on Sinai     (Jesus on Hermon)
l. Moses received and imparted the Word of God.   (Jesus IS the Word of God)


It is pretty easy to see the parallel here!

V. Wandering in the wilderness  →    being a disciple of Jesus.

They followed the cloud around, we follow Christ around.

Look!!!!  Deut 8:2-5.  Does that sound like the life of a disciple or what?

Being a disciple is all about following and relying on God.

When you are a disciple, God gives you spiritual food (manna) and water.

Q:  did everyone who left slavery in Egypt make it into the Promised Land?   (So much for once saved, always saved)

Why not?    Exodus 16:2,3    Numbers 11:4-15  Numbers 21:4-9
They forgot how terrible slavery was!!  Do not look back!!!

Lessons for us?  Hebrews 3:14-4:2  “the bodies that fell in the desert us is, if we fail to rely on God.

How to stay faithful?      Eat the manna  Jesus:  I am the bread of life.
VI  Moses Receives the Law at Sinai

Exodus Ch 19-31

19:12-13  Anyone who touches the mountain will be put to death.

19:14-19  thunder, lightening, a thick cloud, a loud trumpet sound, so that all the people in the camp shuddered.
Exodus 20  Moses receives the 10 commandments.

For us:  Let’s just read Ex 24:1-18   For the Jews, this is the greatest moment in their history.

v. 3 “We will do everything the Lord has commanded.”

Moses receives the Word on Sinai   Jesus IS the word of God.

VII  Numbers
Theme:  The stubbornness of Israel and God’s patience.

Outline:

Ch 1-4
    The nation of Israel.  A census.

Ch 5-9     Dedication of the Tabernacle.

Ch 10-12 Wandering again.  Quail, grumbling and rebellion.

Ch 13,14  Exploring Canaan.  Bad and good reports.  All will die in the desert.

Ch 15
    More laws.

Ch 16,17  Korah’s rebellion.

Ch 18,19  More laws.

Ch 20       Moses strikes the rock:  will not enter Promised Land.  Aaron dies.

Ch 21
     Rebellion, the bronze snake, defeat of the Amorites.

Ch 22-25  Balaam.  Israel falls into idolatry.

Ch 26-30  Various laws.  Joshua to succeed Moses.

Ch 31-37   Victory east of the Jordan.  Division of the land.

Ch 1-4  A census.  A snapshot of God fulfilling his plan to send the Messiah.  We have made some progress here!

Again and again, the people were unfaithful.  God disciplined them, but, again and again Moses, the prefigure of the Messiah, intervenes for the people to ask for God’s mercy.

Numb 11  Grumbling about having to eat quail.

Numb 12  Aaron and Miriam rebel.   Numbers 12:3  Moses was more humble than any man on the face of the earth.    Matt 11:28 I am meek and humble of heart.. You will find rest for your souls.

Numb 13,14 Exploring Canaan.  People unfaithful and refuse to go into the Promised Land.  Numb 14:20-24   Judgment!!!

Numb 16,17  Korah rebels

Numb 20  Moses gets prideful—will not enter.

Numb 21  Another rebellion

Numb 22-25  The people fall into idolatry.   [Numb 25:5-9 Phinehas]  Do you get the idea?

God has to put up with a lot from us!

A couple more historical details:

Numb 20 Edom denies passage—must go around.  Aaron dies

Numb 21 Go around Moab, defeat Amorites.

Numb 27 Joshua to succeed Moses

Numb 31 War with Midian  Reuben and Gad to stay East of Jordan.

This is a picture of our relationship with God.  Hopefully, we will do much better than they did.

VIII  Leviticus:

Theme:  The seriousness of sin and the need for sacrifice.

Outline:

Ch 1-7      The five sacrifices.


Ch 1  The Burnt Offering.


Ch 2  The Grain Offering.


Ch 3  The Fellowship Offering.


Ch 4,5 The Sin Offering.


Ch 5,6 The Guilt Offering.

Ch 8-10   The Priesthood.

Ch 11-22 Various laws.

Ch 23-25 The Sabbath and the Feasts

Ch 26
    Punishment and Reward.

Ch 27
    More laws.

IX  The Earthly Tabernacle prefigures the Heavenly Tabernacle.

Exodus  25:8,9  Follow the exact pattern so I man dwell among men.

General description:Exodus 25-30
Outer curtain, courtyard, bronze altar, laver, inner curtain, most Holy Place, show bread, lampstand, golden altar of incense, curtain, Holy of Holies, ark, cherubim, tablets, Aaron’s rod, manna and the Mercy Seat or atonement cover.

John 1:14  Jesus tabernacled among us.  We no longer need the temple.

Hebrews 8:3-6   A better, spiritual sanctuary.

1.  The Bronze Altar:    To  come before God, a sacrifice is required.  The blood of Jesus comes first.

Hebrews 9:23-26  The items in the sanctuary were a copy of the true one.

Hebrews 9:11  A greater and more perfect tabernacle in heaven.

God was telling the Jews about the ministry of Jesus in heaven.

2.  The Laver.    To enter into a relationship with God, one must be washed in baptism.


1 Peter 3:21   Not a physical cleansing (as at the laver).

3.  The Bread on the right.   12 loaves for the 12 tribes   =  Spiritual food

Jn 6:35   I am the bread of life.

4.  The golden lampstand.    Seven branches, each with a bowl kept perpetually burning.

Zech 4:1-6    The lampstand = the Holy Spirit which we receive when we are baptized and enter a relationship with God.

On the right:   Jesus

On the left:  The Holy Spirit

In the center:  The Father.

5.  The golden altar of incense.   Not used for sacrifices or offerings.

Rev 5:8  The altar of incense =  or prayers which come right before the presence of God.

6.  The curtain.    The separation between man and God.  Anyone who peered behind the curtain saw God and died on the spot.

Only once a year, only after sprinkling the blood of a bull a ram and a goat, only the high priest could enter.

The cool thing:  In the heavenly tabernacle, there is no curtain!!!  Matt 27:51

At that time, God left the temple in Jerusalem, never to take up residence again.  Jesus entered the new and greater tabernacle in heaven to minister as high priest for us.

Look at Hebrews 10:19!!

7.  The ark, the cherubim and the mercy seat.  God dwelt literally on the Mercy Seat 
     between the cherubim.

For the Jews, the items in the Holy of Holies was a mystery, something they could never even hope to see.  We get to see all these items every day!!!

Cherubim = judgement

Mercy seat = grace of God.  Where the blood was splattered.

X  The OT Sacrifices Prefigure Sacrifice in the New Testament.

Most disciples get a glazed-over look when reading in Leviticus about all the different sacrifices.   We will solve this problem!!

Not all the sacrifices in the Levitical system were for forgiveness of sin!!

A. Sweet-smelling sacrifices.  “An aroma, pleasing to the Lord.” Were not for sin.   There is nothing sweet smelling about sin!

1. The Burnt Offering (olah)

2. The Grain Offering (minchah)

3. The Fellowship Offering (shelem)

B. The sin sacrifices.

1. The Sin Offering (chatat)

2. The Trespass Offering (asham)

The Burnt Offering.   =   Total commitment of the worshipper (us!)   Leviticus 1   A pleasing aroma.

God:   Take a valued possession and burn it up on the altar.  Once you burn up something, there is no getting it back.

This offering was voluntary.

Animal from the herd.

Sacrificed.    The head burned entire, but the body thoroughly washed then burned.

Why?    The head is Jesus,  we are the body.  We need washing.  Both us and Jesus are expected to make a total sacrifice of ourselves.

Ephesians 5:1,2  Jesus was a burnt offering.

Romans 12:1,2    “in view of God’s mercy.”

Our lives are offered voluntarily as burnt offerings as well.  We offer ourselves, not in order to be saved, but as a response because we are saved.

Are you presenting your life right now as a living sacrifice to God?

The Grain Offering    = giving of the first fruits of our labor to God.

A pleasing aroma.

Leviticus 2

Not voluntary

Grain, oil, incense and salt, but definitely no yeast or honey.

Part burned, part given to take care of the Levites—of those who minister.

Give of the blessings of God to take care of the Temple and the servants of God.

=  Our contribution for the needs of the church and of those who minister to the church.    2 Cor 8,9

Give of first fruits  (shows faith that God will bring in the full harvest)

Grain = fruit of hard, sustained labor.

Oil, incense  Oil = Joy  (God loves a cheerful giver)  Incense ( prayer 2 Cor 9:12,14)

No yeast (yeast = sin and hypocricy.  1 Cor 5:6-8).  An offering tainted with greed or bad motives is better left out of the plate.

The Drink Offering (nesek)  =  pouring out our life in devotion to God.

Usually given with the grain offering.

Jesus made a drink offering:   Luke 22:20  “Which is poured out for you.”

Paul made a drink offering:  (Philippians 2:16,17)   2 Tim 4:6,7

The Fellowship Offering (peace offering)   Leviticus 3   = Celebrating the blessings of  having a relationship with God.     A pleasing aroma.

Voluntary.   A way to spontaneously celebrate some sort of blessing from God.

Sacrifice made, party happens, all must be finished that day.

Foreshadow:  We should take the time to celebrate on a daily basis the great blessings we have in God.  Do we need to remember to celebrate the little things?  Do we tend to forget the little blessings.

One big theme in the OT we tend to miss.  They had a lot of parties.  God was constantly telling them to celebrate, to party, to rest, to simply enjoy a relationship with God.  God wants us to be happy.   The blessings of being saved are awesome—amazing.  Do you celebrate these things on a regular basis.   Small parties, big parties, private parties,  

Jn 10:10   life to the full

Mark 10:29,30   one hundred fold

Eph 1:3  Every spititual blessing in this life!
Three types of fellowship offerings:

Free-will offering (22:23)  just fired up about God and giving an offering

Vow-offering  (Lev 7:16, 22:23)    given in anticipation of a future blessing

Thank-offering (Lev 7:11-15)   given in response to a specific blessing

The NT equivalent:

1 Thess 5:16     Rejoice always  (free-will)   Pray constantly (vow-offering)  give thanks in all circumstances (thank-offering)

Sacrifices for sin/blood offerings
The sweet savor sacrifices are foreshadows of our worship of God (and Jesus’)

These are never called a sweet savor.  The are a foreshadow of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.    Bottom line, we have a sin problem separating us from God.  These sacrifices are about the sacrifice of Jesus for forgiveness of sins.

Before looking at the two sacrifices, one note.

These sacrifices did not and were  never intended to cover intentional sin.

Leviticus 4:1   4:13   When Israel or an individual sins unintentionally.

What about intentional sin?    Hebrews 10:26-31  Deliberate sin is a problem, even for us.   Be careful.

Sin Offering  (chatat)    Lev 4:1-5:13

In general, for offenses against God’s authority or territory.

Guilt Offering  (asham)

In general, for offenses against a fellow Israelite.

God saw sins against him and sins against our brother as equal.

The details.

The sin offering had to be an unblemished animal  (Jesus was unblemished)

The offender laid their hands on the animal.  (our sin was laid on Jesus  The Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all)

The offender actually killed the sacrifice. (God made this Jesus whom you crucified,   brought home the seriousness of the offense.  Offender sees the blood flowing on the ground is likely to remember the seriousness of the sin.  Are you remembering the price paid for your sin?

Blood sprinkled at the curtain in the temple and around the altar.   Kidneys and fat burned on the altar, the body was carried outside to be burned.   (Jesus was carried outside Jerusalem to be killed)  (Hebrews 13:11-13)

Guilt Offering (asham)

Similar to Sin Offering, but 

1.   there was no such thing as an offering for a group sin.  Only individual sins against each other were atoned for.  The point:  we are to take personal responsibility for our sins against one another

2. The offender had to make restitution to the person offended before bringing their sacrifice to the priest.  (Matthew 5:23,24)

XI  OT Priesthood prefigures the NT Priesthood.

The Priesthood of Levi is a prefigure of us as priests.

1 Pet 2:5  You also like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1 Pet 2:9  You are a royal priesthood….

Rev 5:9-10  We are a kingdom of priests.  This was prophesied Exodus 19:6

Romans 15:15-16  We have the “priestly duty” of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

We can learn a lot about how God views us from what he did with the Levites.

1. They had no inheritance.  They were to rely on God alone for their sustenance.

2. God did this so that they would devote themselves fully to the work of the Lord.  2 Chron 31:4

3.  Lev 21:11  He must not enter a place where there is a dead body  (Jesus:  let the dead bury their dead)

4. Lev 21:11-12  He must not make himself unclean, even for his father or his mother, nor leave the sanctuary of his God or desecrate it, because he has been dedicated by the anointing oil of his God.

The Priesthood of Melchizedek is a prefigure of the priesthood of Jesus.

XII.  JEWISH FESTIVALS ARE A FORESHADOW OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

There were seven principle festivals/feasts in the Jewish Calendar.  God was really into his people celebrating their life in him!!!!   Let us take a hint and begin celebrating our relationship with God more!!!

Two categories:

One-day Festivals.  Purpose:   to celebrate and to remember a specific event in our relationship with God.

Passover, Feast of First Fruits,  Feast of Weeks (Pentecost),  Feast of Trumpets, Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)

Seven-day Festivals.  Purpose:  to celebrate aspects of our relationship with God.
Unleavened Bread, Feast of Tabernacles.
A. The Passover Pesach.  (already covered. see above.)
B.  The Feast of Firstfruits.    Leviticus 23:9-14.  This was a harvest feast.   They brought the very first green heads of the wheat crop as a confident statement that God will bring in the harvest.   An anticipation-of-the-harvest festival.

What is this a foreshadow of?    The Resurrection of Jesus!!!

Feast of Firstfruits is celebrated  “The day after the Sabbath (Leviticus 23:11)  What Sabbath?   The Passover Sabbath.  In other words, two days after the Passover meal.   Passover Meal (14th of Nisan),  Sabbath (15th of Nisan),  Feast of Firstfruits (16th of Nisan).

Guess what!   Jesus rose from the dead on the day of Firstfruits.

Not a coincidence.   Jesus:   the whole OT is about me.

Jesus is the firstfruits of those who will be harvested for eternal life.

God told us in Leviticus!!!!!

1 Corinthians 15:20,21    The resurrection of Jesus, like the feast of Firstfruits is a promise of a future harvest!

Easter?    Easter =  feast of firstfruits.  We should think of it in this way.

C  Feast of Unleavened Bread.   A 7-day feast.

Exodus 12:17-19   

For seven days no yeast is to be found in your house.   Most Jews think of this as part of the Passover

Feast of Unleavened Bread =  Celebrating a life lived free of sin.   

D   Feast of Weeks/Pentecost.  50 days after the Passover Sabbath (Pentecost) and seven weeks after Firstfruits (Weeks)(Leviticus 23:15-17)

The Feast of Weeks was a harvest festival.  It celebrated the first of the wheat harvest in late May.  Jews were to bring the first fruits of their harvest to offer in Jerusalem

Purpose for the Jews:  To remind them where their blessings come from.  To acknowledge that even though they do the work, God produces the crop.

Foreshadow for us:  Pentecost was a foreshadow of the beginning of the harvest of souls for eternity.

Pentecost was a foreshadow of the day of Pentecost  when the Church began.

Acts 2:38   The first gospel message preached.  The birthday of the church.

The physical harvest festival was a foreshadow of the spiritual harvest

Let us never forget the message of the Feast of Weeks:  (1 Cor 3:5-5)

“I planted, Apollos watered but God gave the increase.

E.  The Feast of Trumpets (rosh hashannah)

The Jewish New Year.

On the day of the New Moon, the ram’s horn was blown. (Lev 23:24,25)

Jewish tradition:   Rosh Hashannah was symbolic of God’s judgement.

It was a day devoted to reflection and repentance

Foreshadow:   The Feast of Trumpets is a foreshadow of the day Jesus comes again, bringing in the final Judgement.

The Feast of Trumpets is a foreshadow of Jesus!!!

The feast of Trumpets:   be ready!  You know not the day or the hour of God’s coming.

Matthew 24:30,31    God told us about the second coming of Jesus all the way back in Leviticus!!

1 Thess 4:15,16  …with the trumpet call of God.

F.  THE DAY OF ATONEMENT  (yom kippur)

  The most significant feast in the Jewish calendar.

This was the day God provided for forgiveness of his people.

Tremendous symbolism.

1.  High Priest sacrifices a bull and a lamb and sprinkles the blood at the altar and around the Holy Place.     The Priest had to have his sins forgiven before he could enter the Most Holy Place to make atonement for the people.

2.  Two goats selected.   One is killed.  His blood for the people.  The body burned outside the camp.

3.  Lay hands on the other goat, symbolically passing all the sin of the people for the entire year onto him.   Send this goat out of the camp into the wilderness.

4.  Put two handfuls of incense into a censer, surreptitiously placing it behind the curtain.   When the Holy of Holies is totally filled with smoke (making it safe to enter)

5.  High Priest enters Most Holy Place, scattering blood on the Mercy seat, making atonement for all the people for that year.

All this is a foreshadow, or course, of the work of Jesus.

1.  Jesus does not need a bull or a ram to forgive his sins.  He can walk right into the Holy of Holies.

2.  Jesus was sacrificed outside the camp, representing the putting of the sin of the people outside the camp.  God removes our sin from his presence.

3.  Jesus enters the heavenly Holy of Holies, once and for all…  No further need for daily, weekly, monthly or yearly sacrifice.   The work of atonement is done.

The Day of Atonement is a foreshadow of the day you, personally, are forgiven of all your sins.

Hebrews 9:11-15.    Amen and amen!!
G.  Feast of Tabernacles.     Symbolic of our relationship with God.  Enjoying the relationship with God we have because of the Day of Atonement.
XIII  Deuteronomy:

Theme:  Learning to rely on God:  Blessings and Curses.

Outline:

Ch 1-3
   Moses recounts the wanderings in the wilderness.

Ch 4-11   Do not forget your God.  God is great, not you.

Ch 12-27 The Law revisited (this is the meaning of the word Deuteronomy)

Ch 28-30  Blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience.

Ch 31-33  Farewell address of Moses.

Ch 34
     The death of Moses on Mt. Nebo.

Deuteronomy:  The second giving of the law
The first generation had virtually all died.  The second generation:  the one to enter Canaan needed a second reading of the Law.
God is preparing his people to live in a relationship with him.

Like 2 Corinthians, Deut is a great source of quotes.  Great advice for living the life of a disciple of Jesus.
Deut 1:17  Do not be afraid of any man, for judgment belongs to God.
Deut 4:2  Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord you God that I give you.
Deut 29:29 and many more. 

Deut 6:4-5, 24-25  7:7-8, 8:1-5,  9:4-6,  10:12-13  Deuteronomy 12:8  Advice for living the life of a disciple.

Deut 5:  The Ten Commandments revisited.

Deut 7:1-6  (also 7-8)   Make no treaty, show no mercy.
Q:  Application for us as Christians?

Q:  Why did God say to literally wipe them all out?

How should we view God’s commandment to wipe them all out?

Ex:  1 Samuel 15:2-3   “This is what the Lord of Hosts says: ‘I witnessed what the Amelekites did to the Israelites when they opposed them along the way as they were coming out of Egypt.  Now, go and attack the Amelekites, and completely destroy everything they have.  Do not spare them.  Kill men and women, children and infants, oxen and sheep, camels and donkeys.’”

That is tough stuff!

A few points on the subject:

1. If you are not bothered by this on some level, I am worried about you!

2. The argument that this is something terrible assumes that physical death is bad/evil.  This is a false assumption.  Sin is evil but death is not.  Death is a transition, hopefully, to something better.

3. This is the Creator talking here.  Like the father said to his kid:  I brought you into the world, and I can take you out!  God has every right to do as he wills.

4.  God has a perfect right to judge.

5. There is the issue of the religion of the Amelekites.  Sacrificing of children to Molech, worshipping gods by having sex with a prostitute in the temple, etc.

6. The situation for the children in this situation was hopeless.

7.  In the case of Amelek and other Canaanites, both God’s love and his justice demanded 

     that something be done.

8.  Either God was going to create a nation or he was not.   If God is going to have a “people,” then such people must have a physical land and must have an army. 


a. God’s plan is to choose a man, then a nation, through whom to send a savior.


    God’s plan to bless humanity through Jesus trumps all else.


b. It is sinful to take the life of another in anger, out of greed or selfishness, but it 

                is not necessarily sinful to take a life in war.

9.  Everything God did to Israel as a nation was to limit their ability to wage war.


a. No authority to establish an empire.


b. No standing army.


c. No cruelty, no abuse, no rape

Deut 28-30  Blessings and Curses

Deut 28:1f  Blessings for obedience  (read a few verses)
Deut 28:15f Curses for disobedience (read a few verses)
Note the prophecy  Deut 28:36-37.

Summary:  Deut 30:11-20.  This is the key to the Christian life.
Summary #2  Deut 32:44-47.

Death of Moses Deut 34:5-12.
Lesson #4  Conquering, Occupying and Living in the Promised Land  Joshua-2 Samuel

JOSHUA:
Theme:  Victory of God’s people

Sub-theme:  Joshua: Leader of God’s people

Sub-theme:  Sin in the camp.

Outline:

Ch 1-5 
God prepares Joshua, Israel crosses the Jordan River.

Ch 6

Defeat of Jericho.

Ch 7,8

Achan’s sin and the battle of Ai.

Ch 9

Gibeonite deception.

Ch 10-12
Victory in Canaan.

Ch 13-22
Division of the land.

Ch 23,24
Joshua’s farewell address.

A quick little outline:

Ch 1  God strengthens Joshua.

Josh 1:6-9  Great advice to any leader of God’s people.  Joshua is the archetypal leader of God’s people.

Ch 2   Spying on Jericho.

Ch. 3  Crossing the Jordan.

Josh 3:7-8, 14-17.   What a dramatic scene!!!!

Note:  Joshua relies totally on God, yet he lays a wise and careful plan.  These two do not contradict.

Joshua:  Savior of Israel and prefigure of the Messiah:

Hebrew: Joshua  Aramaic: Jeshua  Greek: Jesus

Entering Canaan required a second savior (Joshua) and required passing through water.  (a type of baptism).  They were baptized into Joshua.  Heb 4:8-11 In Canaan = Sabbath rest with God.  KJV actually confused Joshua with Jesus here.
Here is where I always tended to get lost…..   Once Israel got to the Jordan, the type and antitype seem to change.

Pentateuch:  Canaan = Heaven

Other OT:  Canaan = Kingdom of God.  How God deals with us individually and as a group.

From here in OT, Crossing Jordan becomes entering relationship with God

Jordan = baptism into Joshua

What did they do as soon as they got across?     Josh 5:2-3  Circumcised.  Circumcision is a prefigure of baptism.   Coincidence?  I don’t think so… 
Note:  The male children had not been circumcised the entire 40 years in the desert. Why?  So that God could create the symbolism of baptism/circumcision.
Coll 2:11,12  Paul describes an explicit type/antitype relationship.

Josh 5-6  Fall of Jericho.    Ch 6  Jericho falls.  A type of God’s people defeating our enemies. (2 Cor 10:3-6  We have spiritual weapons—don’t wage war as the world does.  Or do we…..)
Victory over physical enemies in OT = victory over spiritual “enemies” in NT  = making Christians

Q:How many times did they march around the city?

Q:  Why did God have them march around the city?  (so they would know that victory is of God)

Note this little scene:  Josh 6:26  (fulfilled in 1 Kings 16:34)

Note on archaeology and Joshua:

B. The ruins of Jericho and of Hazor

Archaeologists:  Very little evidence of massive destruction in Canaan around 1400 BC

Bible.  The Jews only destroyed Jericho Ai and Hazor.

Guess what cities archaeologists have discovered were burned at that time?  (Ai site not known)

Hazor:  up to 10 feet of ashes!!  

Archaeologist Ben Tor:   “There is evidence of massive destruction.  I once called it the mother of all destructions.  In Hazor, wherever you come to the end of the Canaanite, you come upon this destruction.  It is an unbelievable destruction… it left behind a thick debris of ashes. There was a terrible fire in the palace. So much so, that the bricks vitrified and some of the clay vessels melted.

Jericho:

1. The city was strongly fortified in the Late Bronze I period, the time of the Conquest according to the biblical chronology (Joshua 2:5,7,15).
 
2. The city was massively destroyed by fire (Joshua 6:24).
 
3. The fortification walls collapsed at the time the city was destroyed, possibly by earthquake activity (Joshua 6:20).
 
4. The destruction occurred at harvest time, in the spring, as indicated by the large quantities of grain stored in the city (Joshua 2:6, 3:15, 5:10).
 
5. The siege of Jericho was short, as the grain stored in the city was not consumed (Joshua 6:15,20).
 
6. Contrary to what was customary, the grain was not plundered, in accordance to the command given to Joshua (Joshua 6:17,18).
Joshua 7:Sin in the camp.  Achan’s sin.

Josh 7  Israel (pridefully?) sends only 3000 men (Josh 7:4)

Defeated.   v. 5.  “At this the hearts of the people melted and became like water.”

7:10-12.  Sin in the camp.      What does that say about our sin and about the responsibility of the leaders of the church?

What should we do with things which are devoted to God? (everything if you are a disciple)

Ch 8-22  Victories and blessings in the land.   Sun standing still (Ch 10), hailstones,  The “hornet”   Caleb, “now give me this hill country 14:10,ff etc…Defeat Southern kings.  Defeat Northern kings….
A lot of details which are boring to us, but to the Israelites, this is awesome stuff!!!  (Like the stats from yesterday’s SD State bball game.last night’s Dallas/Sacramento game).
Remember:  These victories are symbols of our spiritual victories.  Josh 23:9-13.
But… Gibeonite deception (ch. 9)   Some of the land was not taken. (Ch 13)  This was to create a big problem later for Israel.  Not until the time of Solomon did they completely destroy all the outsiders.

Ch 23,24   Joshua’s farewell address.   Josh 24:14,15  A godly leader takes a potentially unpopular stand.
JUDGES: 
Theme:   God’s people with and without a godly leader.

Theme verse:  negative:  Judges 21:25

Theme verse:   positive:   Judges 5:2   Human leaders are not a bad thing!
JUDGES:

Theme:  God’s people with and without a godly leader.   
Bad theme:  Judges 21:25  (also 17:6) 
Good theme:  Judges 5:2
Outline:

Ch 1,2 

Compromise with “the world”, disobedience and defeat.

Ch 3

Ehud

Ch 4,5

Deborah

Ch 6-8

Gideon

Ch 9

Abimelech        The worst kind of leader.

Ch 10-12
Jephthah

Ch 13-16
Samson

Ch 17-21
Further misadventures in Israel without a godly ruler.

Othniel Ehud, Shamgar Ibzan, Abdon, Elon, Deborah, Gideon,Jair Jephthah, Samson 
I.  The Pattern:   Judges 2:6-16.   We need to keep teaching about God and Jesus.  It only 






takes one generation.

2:16.  The Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.   Multiple prefigures of the Messiah.    

A typical example:  Judges 10:11-16.

God is not complimenting us here.  We are “like sheep without a shepherd.”
Lessons:    Boldness of Ehud who killed Eglon.

Leadership of Deborah.  If the men will not take the lead, God will raise up a woman!


(Is Deborah a prefigure of the Messiah?  What about Esther?)

Gideon:     Relying on God or relying on your own power.

What a great story!!!  6:11-16  My clan is the weakest in Menassah and my family is the weakest in our clan.

7:2  You have too many soldiers.  32,000   10,000   300.  7:17  Defeats Midian with 300.

Jephthah:    too quick to speak.  Could not take back his promise.

Samson:  Great leader, great potential, but flirting with the world.  Fascination with 

       relationships outside the church.   If God’s leader messes with worldliness, he will lose everything and God’s people will be defeated.
II.    Samson.    A prefigure of the Messiah.
a.  A judge (king) who saved Israel.
b.  Samson a Nazirite,  Jesus from Nazareth  same Hebrew word, meaning dedicated or devoted.

c. Specifically, Samson saved Israel from the Philistines.

d.  Look at Judges 16:30.  Samson gives his life to save Israel.  Coincidence?  

     I think not.  Samson had no idea of the symbolism.
RUTH:

Late during the period of the Judges--about 1150 BC

Theme:   The lineage of David.   God is sending the Messiah, bringing salvation. Ruth 1:2  They were Ephrathites (Bethlehem Ephtathah) 
God’s providence is preserving the line of the Messiah.

God is using the faith of women to bring about his plan.

 Ruth 4:16-21   4:13-15  David’s great grandmother was a gentile.
For the Jews, this is the story of the lineage of David.  For us it is the story of the lineage of Jesus.

I,II Samuel, I Chronicles.

Theme:  God’s plan to bless his people.  God sends a savior for his people.

Sub theme:  an ungodly leader (Saul) and a godly leader (David)

Outline:

1 Sam 1-9
Samuel, Priest, Prophet and Judge

1 Sam 10-15    Rise and Fall of Saul, the first king of Israel.

1 Sam 16-29    David anointed as king and persecuted by Saul.

1 Sam 30-2 Sam 1   Death of Saul.

2 Sam 2-10      David, King of Israel.

2 Sam 11-21    David’s sins and the consequences.

2 Sam 22-24    David’s accomplishments.

These are the “glory days” for Israel.  Samuel, David, Solomon.

1.  Samuel  

a. Prophet, Priest and King (Judge)
The last Judge and the first Prophet.
b. Born of a barren woman  (think about how many examples).    Jesus of a virgin.

c. Dedicated to God from birth.  A nazarite.

2.  David.    Jews considered him the most obvious prefigure of the Messiah.



(Mathew 12:23  Could this be the son of David?)



(Ezekiel 37:24,25)  David my servant

a. A shepherd    Note how David killed a lion and a bear when they attacked the sheep.  Mesianic prefigure!!    (I am the good shepherd.  I lay down my life for my sheep)  

b.  Born in Bethlehem

c.  a. Anointed as king   (Messiah = masah = anointed) at a very young age.


1 Sam 16:13  The Spirit descended on David.  Coincidence?

d.  Saved Israel from slavery to Philistia.   Killed Goliath

e.  Saved Israel again in 2 Sam 24   I will not sacrifice to the Lord burnt offering that cost me nothing.

f.  This was on Mt. Moriah, the same hill as Abraham and Jesus!!!

g.  Physical king of Jerusalem.  Jesus spiritual king of Jerusalem.

h.  Brought the ark (brought God) to Jerusalem.  So did Jesus!!!

i.  Persecuted by God’s people.  Very similar to Jesus (Psalms 2:1,2  Psalms 22

Key events:

1.  1 Sam 1-3 Miraculous birth and ministry of Samuel.

Ch 5. An interesting event:  The ark of God vs. Dagon.

2.  1 Sam Ch 8   Israel asks for a king.     Samuel:  be careful what you ask for.  We do 

 


not need to be like the world.
3.  1 Sam Ch 13,15 Saul disobeys and is rejected as king by God.

   

Saul started out well.  He was humble (1 Sam 10:20-24)



not evil but unspiritual.  No matter how talented, good looking—no matter how good a natural leader, if he is not spiritual, do not put him in a leadership position.
(great story of leadership and friendship 1 Sam Ch 14 Jonathan)

Ch 13 Saul disobeys  Ch 15  Saul rejected for disobedience.  Classic verses 15:13-15, 24-26.  
David anointed Ch 16.   Man looks at the outward appearance, The Lord looks at the heart.

Why  wait several years (approx. 17 yrs) to get rid of  Saul?  David is being prepared to be king.  A good heart is not enough.  Reliance on God is needed.   Similar themes to Deuteronomy.

1 Sam 17  David and Goliath.  Faith, boldness and relying on God.  Classic text 17:47.
1 Sam 18  Saul tries to kill David.    Jealousy.


David has two chances to kill Saul.  Ch 24 (in cave), 26:7-11 (in camp)
many psalms written during this time  Ps 18

1 Sam 31, 2 Sam 1  Saul and Jonathan killed.    David mourns!!!!  (2 Sam 1:26)  

 (A Tale of Two Kings   Edwards)
God’s Judgment of Saul:  1 Chron 10:13,14.

2 Sam 2-10  David’s many victories.

2 Sam 7:12-16  God’s limited covenant with David.  “I will raise up your offspring…Your house and yoru kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.  A covenant with the family of David.

2 Sam 11,12  Sin with Bathsheba, confrontation by Nathan.   Psalms 51.



2 Sam 12:1-6   David receives his penalty.

The rest of 2 Samuel is about the penalty for David’s sin.  Our sin can hurt other people.


Ch 13  Son Amnon rapes ½ sister Absolom kills him


Ch 15-18  Absolom rebels and is killed.

2 Sam 24:10-20.  David’s foolish census.  David offers a sacrifice at the threshold of Araunah.  I refuse to offer a sacrifice that costs me nothing.
Epilogue:    1 Chron 29:10f   David’s faith.   Sort of like Joshua’s farewell.

I,II Kings, II Chronicles.
Theme:  Rebellion against God and God’s judgement on his people.

In these books, Israel sins and God judges Israel.
Outline I and II Kings:

1 Kings 1-11    Solomon, son of Bathsheeba, King of Israel.

1 Kings 12
 The kingdom of Israel is divided under Rehoboam.

1 Kings 13-2 Kings 16 The divided kingdom. Israel (Samaria, Ephraim) and 




Judah.

2 Kings 17        Northern Kingdom (Samaria) destroyed by Assyria.

2 Kings 18-24   Judah alone.  Hezekiah, Josiah
2 Kings 25        The fall of Jerusalem and Judah to Babylon.
Key events in 1 Kings
1.  Solomon builds and dedicates the temple (David lived too violent a life for God to use him to build the temple).  1 Kings 3:4-14 2 Chron 1:7-13 (“Ask for whatever you want…”),  
Solomon’s reign was one of glory for Israel, and it was one of relative peace.

1 Kings 8  The temple dedicated (1 Kings 8:10,11)   2 Chron 5:11-6:6  The glory days!!!
2.  But….    1 Kings 11:1-3    Solomon has many non-Israelite wives.         Even a great leader can fall.     Involvement with the world will kill you spiritually.

Q:    will our glory days end?

Lesson:  Even a great leader can lose his convictions and fall away.

3.  1 Kings 12  2 Chron 10  Rehoboam (931-913 BC) takes the throne.  Listens to bad advice.   Raises taxes.    Jereboam (931-910 BC)  rebels.

This story is at least as much about an unspiritual leader as it is about the foolishness of youth. 2 Chron 12:1  He “abandoned the Law of the Lord.”

a.   Northern Kingdom Jereboam (10 tribes?)  Israel   Ephraim (most influential 








tribe)    Samaria (capital)

b.  Southern Kingdom  Rehoboam (2+ tribes)   Judah, Simeon, Benjamin, Levi
Kings of Israel and Judah
	Saul
	1050-1010 BC

	David
	1010-970

	Solomon
	970-930


	Judah (and Benjamin)
	Israel (Ten Northern Tribes)

	King
	Reign
	Character
	Prophets
	King
	Reign
	Character
	Prophets

	1. Rehoboam
	931-913
	17 years
	Bad
	Shemaiah
	1. Jeroboam I
	931-910
	22 years
	Bad
	Abijah

	2. Abijah
	913-911
	3 years
	Bad
	
	2. Nadab
	910-909
	2 years
	Bad
	

	3. Asa
	911-870
	41 years
	Good
	
	3. Baasha
	909-886
	24 years
	Bad
	

	
	4. Elah
	886-885
	2 years
	Bad
	

	
	5. Zimri
	885
	7 days
	Bad
	

	
	6. Omri
	885-874*
	12 years
	Bad
	Elijah Micaiah

	4. Jehoshaphat
	870-848*
	25 years
	Good
	
	7. Ahab
	874-853
	22 years
	Bad
	

	5. Jehoram
	848-841*
	8 years
	Bad
	
	8. Ahaziah
	853-852
	2 years
	Bad
	

	6. Ahaziah
	841
	1 years
	Bad
	
	9. Joram
	852-841
	12 years
	Bad
	Elisha

	7. Athaliah
	841-835
	6 years
	Bad
	
	10. Jehu
	841-814
	28 years
	Bad
	

	8. Joash
	835-796
	40 years
	Good
	Joel
	11. Jehoahaz
	814-798
	17 years
	Bad
	Jonah Amos Hosea

	9. Amaziah
	796-767
	29 years
	Good
	
	12. Jehoash
	798-782
	16 years
	Bad
	

	10. Uzziah (Azariah)
	767-740*
	52 years
	Good
	Isaiah
Micah
	13. Jeroboam II
	782-753*
	41 years
	Bad
	

	11. Jotham
	740-732*
	16 years
	Good
	
	14. Zechariah
	753-752
	6 mo
	Bad
	

	12. Ahaz
	732-716
	16 years
	Bad
	
	15. Shallum
	752
	1 mo
	Bad
	

	13. Hezekiah
	716-687
	29 years
	Good
	
	16. Menahem
	752-742
	10 years
	Bad
	

	14. Manasseh
	687-642*
	55 years
	Bad
	Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
	17. Pekahiah
	742-740
	2 years
	Bad
	

	15. Amon
	642-640
	2 years
	Bad
	
	18. Pekah
	740-732*
	20 years
	Bad
	

	16. Josiah
	640-608
	31 years
	Good
	
	19. Hoshea
	732-712
	9 years
	Bad
	

	17. Jehoahaz
	608
	3 mo
	Bad
	
	722 BC Fall of Samaria to Assyria

	18. Jehoiakim
	608-597
	11 years
	Bad
	Daniel
Ezekiel 
Jeremiah
	* Co-regency

	19. Jehoiachin
	597
	3 mos
	Bad
	
	

	20. Zedekiah
	597-586
	11 years
	Bad
	
	

	Destruction of Jerusalem, 9th Av, 586 BC, Babylonian Captivity
	


The Last Five Kings of Judah
	1. Josiah
Reigned 31 years (640-609 BC)

	2. Jehoahaz (Shallum)
Reigned 3 months (609 BC)
Taken prisoner to Egypt by Pharaoh Neco
	3. Jehoiakim (Eliakim)
Reigned 11 years (609-598 BC)
Died in Jerusalem
	5. Zedekiah
Reigned 11 years (597--586 BC)
Taken prisoner to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar

	4. Jehoichin (Jeconiah, Coniah)
Reigned 3 months (December 9, 598 - March 16, 597 BC)
Taken prisoner to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar (with Ezekiel)
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 4.  Northern Kingdom very sinful.  Idolatry, Asherah worship.   Jezebel, Ahab,   God 
            sends many prophets.


(Hosea, Amos, Obadiah, Micah, Joel, Elijah, Elishah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah….)     God is very patient.  God will do almost anything to get us back.
5.  2 Kings 17    Israel/Samaria destroyed 722 BC.  Thousands deported.  Thousands of pagans imported.  (   Samaritans.    2 Kings 17:6-8    Theme of Kings?

They/we should have known…   Deut 28:36,49-57

God is very patient with us.  He will send messengers into our life, but there are limits to God’s patience.  It is time for Judgement.

The Prophets of the 7th & 8th Century

Hosea:  God’s grace and unconditional love for us.

Joel:  The Day of the Lord

Amos:  Doom for Samaria.


God’s servant must demonstrate social justice

          Insincere worship an insult to God

Obadiah:  God rules the nations

Jonah:  Salvation is for the Gentiles too.

Micah:  Those who live luxurious lives and seek to placate God through offering money are vampires in the sight of God—sucking the life out of the poor.

Aaron would be Moses’ “prophet” Exodus 4:16; 7:1

A prophet is the speaker of and for God.

A prophet does more forth telling than fore telling.

There are two classes of preachers- the good preachers who have something to say, and the poor preachers who have to say something. But there is another and higher class. It consists of those who both have something to say and who have to say it.

Jer.20:9- “Fire in my bones.”

The responsibility of the Old Testament prophets was not principally to predict the future in the modern sense of the word prophesy, but rather to tell forth the will of God which He had communicated by revelation. The Hebrew word “to prophesy” is nibba˒ (the niphal stem of nābā˒), a word whose etymology is much disputed. The most likely derivation, however, seems to relate this root to the Akkadian verb nabû, which means to “summon, announce, call.” In the prologue of Hammurabi’s Code, the Babylonian king asserts that he was nibit Bêl (“called of Baal”) and that the gods nibba˒ (“called or appointed”) him to be their viceroy on earth. Thus the verb nibba˒ would doubtlessly signify one who has been called or appointed to proclaim as a herald the message of God Himself. From this verb comes the characteristic word for prophet, nābɩ̂˒ (“one who has been called”). On this interpretation the prophet was not to be regarded as a self-appointed professional whose purpose was to convince others of his own opinions, but rather he was one called by God to proclaim as a herald from the court of heaven the message to be transmitted from God to man.
A second designation often applied to the earlier prophets particularly was the man of God (˒ɩ̂š ˓Elōhɩ̂m). This title implied that the prophet must be a man who belonged first and foremost to God, was wholly devoted to His cause, and enjoyed His personal fellowship. Therefore he could be trusted to transmit God’s word, because he spoke only as God enlightened him and guided him to speak.

A third term applied to the prophets was that of seer (ḥōzeh or rō˒eh, in Hebrew). The implication of this title was that the prophet would not be deluded by external semblance or the deceitful appearances of the material world, but rather would see the issues as they really were from the perspective of God Himself. As a seer, the prophet might receive special visions and ab extra revelations from the Lord and thus be qualified to convey the spiritual realities which other men could not see. As a seer he would avoid evolving ideas or opinions of his own mind and would confine himself to that which God had actually shown him. Related to the term ḥōzeh was ḥāzôn or ḥāzût, a significant word for “prophecy” which appears in the title of Isaiah’s prophecies (Isa. 1:1). Or else the verb “to see” (ḥāzah), might be so employed as in Amos 1:1 (“the words of Amos which he saw”).

The prophets had three audiences.

Some delivered their message to Israel.

Some spoke to Judah.

Some spoke to other Nations (Ninevah/ Jonah & Nahum, Edom/ Obadiah)

Deut 27- the curses

Deut.28- The Blessings

 “And if you faithfully obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his commandments that I command you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. (28:1).

God’s people forgot. The divided kingdom is the living out of the curses promised in Deut. 27.

There are two messages we can learn from the prophets; The demise of a nation that forgets God, and the petrification of the Law that leaves God out.

Israel forgot God and went into captivity never to be seen again.

Judah forgot God and turned religion into hallow form. They will be punished but have hope of returning.

The prophets who prophesied to Israel were Amos and Hosea.

The prophets who prophesied pre-exile to Judah were Isaiah, Micah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Jeremiah,

The prophets of the exile were Daniel, Ezekiel, (Obadiah).

The prophets who prophesied post- exile were Haggiah, Zechariah, Joel and Malachi.

Dates for Obadiah (after 586), Joel (400-500) and Jonah(800) are uncertain.

The Journey to Oblivian- The Prophets to Israel

The Northern Kingdom lasted approximately two centuries (931–722 b.c.). Changes in ruling families or dynasties occurred quite frequently. Of special interest also are the prophets who ministered during these centuries, confronting the kings and the people with God’s message.

In religious matters Jeroboam took the initiative in leading his people astray. Fearing that the people might be diverted in their political loyalty by going to Jerusalem to worship, Jeroboam instituted idolatry by erecting golden calves at Bethel and Dan. Ignoring Mosaic restrictions, he appointed priests and allowed the Israelites to offer sacrifices at high places throughout the land. Jeroboam even officiated at the altar and changed feast days (cf. 1 Kings 12:25–33).

Warned by Two Prophets
The experience of an unnamed prophet from Judah is dramatically portrayed in 1 Kings 13. Jeroboam is realistically confronted with a warning that tempered his aggressiveness in promoting idolatry. The sequel to the faithful ministry of this unnamed prophet deserves careful study. Perhaps the tomb of this prophet, who was killed by a lion and brought back to Bethel for burial, serves as a reminder to succeeding generations that obedience to God is essential even for a messenger of God.

Another prophet who warned Jeroboam was Ahijah. When Jeroboam’s wife inquired of Ahijah regarding the prospect of the recovery of their son, Abijah, the king of Israel was not only informed that his son would die but that the dynasty of Jeroboam would be exterminated. This was divine judgment for failure to obey the commandments of God. When Jeroboam died, his son Nadab ruled only two years. Nadab was assassinated by Baasha.

The most notorious dynasty in the Northern Kingdom was established by Omri. Best known in this family was his son Ahab, who was succeeded by his two sons, Ahaziah and Joram. During this period Israel not only regained much territory lost in Syria but also gained international renown.

Omri the King
When Zimri slew Elah, the Israelite troops—encamped against Gibbethon—were under Omri’s command. Omri marched his troops against Tirzah, and Zimri secluded himself in the palace while it was reduced to ashes. When Tibni, who apparently was a strong leader, died six years later, Omri was sole ruler of Israel.

Omri’s twelve-year reign is summarized in eight verses in the Bible (1 Kings 16:21–28). His reign, however, was very significant. He built the city of Samaria on a site seven miles northwest of Shechem. Strategically located on the road leading to Phoenicia, Galilee, and Esdraelon, Samaria was secured as the impregnable capital of Israel for over a century and a half, until it was conquered by the Assyrians in 722 b.c.

Omri promoted an international policy that established Israel’s prestige. Apparently he subjected the Moabites, exacting taxes from them. He made an alliance with Phoenicia, which was sealed by the marriage of his son Ahab to Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, the king of the Sidonians. This relationship was commercially advantageous to Israel, but it resulted in a degrading religious fusion in the next generation. Very likely Omri regained the economic and territorial losses Baasha had suffered under Syrian aggression. So great and extensive was Omri’s international fame that in subsequent times the Assyrian records referred to Israel as the land of Omri.
Ahab and Jezebel were instrumental in introducing more idolatry into the nation. The prophets Elijah and Elisha
Hoshea, the Last King
When Shalmaneser V succeeded Tiglath-pileser III on the Assyrian throne in 727 b.c., Hoshea discontinued his tributary payments to Assyria, depending on Egypt for help. By 726 the Assyrian king besieged Samaria. After a three-year siege Hoshea was forced to surrender. This ended the Northern Kingdom.

Under the Assyrian policy of scattering conquered people, 28,000 Israelites were taken captive and dispersed into the regions of Persia. In return, colonists from Babylonia were settled in Samaria, and Israel was reduced to the status of an Assyrian province.

For over two centuries the Israelites had followed the pattern set by Jeroboam I who led his people into idolatry, breaking the first commandment in the Decalogue. Prophet after prophet warned the kings as well as the people of impending judgment. For their gross idolatry and their failure to heed the admonition to serve God, the Israelites were subjected to captivity (2 Kings 17:1–23).

Amos
It is about twenty-five years before the fall of Israel. We are visiting the city of Bethel, where King Jeroboam II has his private chapel and Amaziah is his priest. The nation is enjoying peace and prosperity; in fact, it is living in luxury. The impressive service is about to start, with Amaziah in charge, when we hear a commotion outside the chapel. “Woe to them that are at ease in Zion,” cries a voice. “God will send judgment upon this wicked nation.” We rush outside, and there we find a rustic “hill preacher” from Tekoa, named Amos (“burden”). He is not a prophet in the professional sense, for his father was not a prophet nor did he attend the prophetic schools (7:10–17). But he is God’s man with God’s message, and he is warning that judgment is coming to Israel. He uses the word “captivity” several times (5:5, 27; 6:7; 7:17). Let’s pause and listen to this shepherd-farmer and seek to understand the message he is bringing.
Amos
Amos, the eighth-century prophet from Judah to the Northern Kingdom of Israel, has given his name to this book as its composer. His name means “Burden Bearer” in Hebrew.

►Key Text: 5:24
“But let judgment [justice] run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream.”
►Key Term: “Injustice”
Amos proclaimed God’s disgust with both the pagan nations and the people of Israel because of their many acts of injustice. God holds all people everywhere, even those who do not recognize him, responsible for practicing social justice.

►One-Sentence Summary
Although Amos prophesied against the nations surrounding Israel including Judah, his main message was against Israel, who must repent of injustice and idolatry or else go into exile—but then be restored to divine favor.

This book preserves the divinely inspired prophecies that Amos made during his ministry of undetermined length. (He and Hosea were the only writing prophets to the Northern Kingdom of Israel.) During Amos’s day, the people of the Northern Kingdom felt politically, economically, and religiously secure. Amos announced that these were false securities. Politically, Assyria would soon assert itself as the major threat to Israel; economically, the good times had led to social corruption, violence, and injustice; religiously, the worship of the Lord had been compromised by idolatry. Amos warned that injustice, immorality, and idolatry would bring divine judgment in the form of exile.

Christian Worldview Elements
Amos deals especially with the world-view categories of rebellion and sin and ethics and morality. Disloyalty to God is sin, but so is the selfish lack of concern for the needs of others. In other words, failure to live by either of the Great Commandmants (Matt. 22:37–39) offends God. Amos’s emphasis on personal ethics and morality should be seen in this light.

Teachings about God
God is absolutely sovereign. He raises up and puts down nations. He is also a God who reveals himself and his plans to “his servants the prophets” (3:7). Therefore, he has revealed himself to be the judge of all, pagan and people of God alike. He is also—and not least—a God who has a wonderful future for his people when they are restored at last (9:11–15).
When the Events of This Book Happened:
Amos prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II of Israel (793–753 b.c.) while Uzziah king of Judah ruled (792–740 b.c.)
Second Kings 14:23–15:6 and 2 Chronicles 26 provide the historical narrative for the two kings mentioned in Amos. Under Jeroboam II, the Northern Kingdom of Israel experienced its golden age of peace and prosperity. Jeroboam ruled a kingdom from the city of Samaria that extended to Damascus in the north and to the Dead Sea in the south. (Both Aram [Syria, KJV] and Assyria, which would later threaten Israel, were politically weak during Amos’s time.)

Except for 7:10–16, the book is written in vigorous Hebrew poetry. Amos created startling word pictures, from his opening salvo (“the Lord will roar from Zion,” 1:2) to his bold reference to the women of Samaria (“kine [cows] of Bashan,” 4:1). His opening chapters are memorable for repeated use of the formula, “For three transgressions of—, and for four, I will not turn away” (1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13; 2:1, 4, 6).
I.
He Looks Around (1–2)
Amos begins his message by looking around at the nations and announcing eight judgments. Verse 2 makes it clear that God is roaring in wrath, like a lion leaping on his prey (see 3:8). Amos begins with Syria (1:3–5) and accuses them of awful cruelty in war. Then he points to Philistia (Gaza, 1:6–8) and condemns them for the sin of slavery. The Phoenicians are next (Tyrus, 1:9–10), and they are also judged for cruel slavery. Israel’s old enemy Edom is accused of not showing pity but maintaining a constant hatred (1:11–12). Ammon is judged for bitter cruelty and selfish greed (1:13–15); Moab for cruelty to Edom (2:1–3); and Judah for rejecting the Law of God (2:4–5).

It must have pleased the Israelites at Bethel to hear Amos condemn their neighbors, but Amos did not stop. Judgment #8 was reserved for—Israel. In 2:6–16 the prophet names the sins of the people: bribery, greed, adultery, immorality, selfishness, ingratitude, drunkenness (even forcing the Nazarites to drink), and rejecting God’s revelation. Amos cries, “I am pressed under this burden of sin.” (The name “Amos” means “burden.”) How can God ever forgive such a wicked nation? Before we condemn these nations of the past, we had better examine our own nation and our own hearts, for we may be guilty of the same sins.

II.
He Looks Within (3–6)
Having announced judgment to the nations, Amos now looks within the hearts of the people and explains why this judgment is coming. Remember that Israel was enjoying a time of peace, prosperity, and “religious revival.” People were attending religious services and bringing generous offerings. But the true servants of God do not look at the outward appearance; they look at the heart. In these chapters, Amos delivers three sermons, each one prefaced by, “Hear this word” (3:1; 4:1; 5:1).

A.
A message of explanation (3:1–15).
“How can our God send judgment upon us?” the people were asking. “Are we not His chosen people?” But that was the very reason for the judgment. Where there is privilege, there must also be responsibility. Verses 1–2 make this clear. Amos is using an argument from cause and effect. If two people are walking together, they must have made an appointment (v. 3). If a lion roars, he has prey (v. 4). If a bird is in the trap, somebody set the trap (v. 5). If the trumpet sounds, calamity is near (v. 6). If the prophet is preaching, then God must have sent him (v. 7). Then Amos announces that the Assyrians are coming to destroy the nation (vv. 9–15), and the lovely services at Bethel will not hold them back. Alas, the summer houses and winter houses (what luxury!) will all be destroyed.

B.
A message of accusation (4:1–13).
The fearless prophet “starts meddling” now and begins to name sins. He calls the women living in careless luxury “fat cows of Bashan.” See them telling their husbands to bring them more drinks. Amos is not impressed with the religion at Bethel; to him it is just another sin on their records. God had sent his warnings to them (vv. 6–11), but they would not listen. He had taken the best of their young men to die in war (4:10), but still the nation did not repent. God would no longer use natural calamities. Now He would come Himself (v. 12). “Prepare to meet your God.”

C.
A message of lamentation (5:1–6:14).
Amos weeps as he contemplates the judgments coming to his nation. Verse 3 suggests that 90 percent of the people will die. Note the repetition of the word “seek” (5:4, 6, 8, 14). “Don’t seek religious services; seek the Lord!” There were some in the nation who were saying, “The day of the Lord will come and then God will deliver us” (5:18–20). They did not realize that the Day of the Lord would be a time of judgment for them as well as for their enemies. They are like Christians today who “long for” the return of Christ, yet may not be prepared to meet the Lord. In 5:24 we have the key verse of the book; read “justice” instead of “judgment.” Amos longed to see the nation obeying God and executing His justice in the land. In chapter 6 Amos continues to weep over the sins of the people: indifference and indulgence (vv. 1–6); injustice, immorality, and idolatry (vv. 7–14). “At ease in Zion”—what a description of some believers today!

III.
He Looks Ahead (7–9)
In the closing part of his message, Amos beholds five visions, and from these visions he discovers what God will do to the nation. (1) Vision of Locusts (7:1–3)—The locusts are about to destroy the crop, but Amos intercedes and the Lord stops them. (2) Vision of Fire (7:4–6)—An awful drought overtakes the land; the prophet prays, and God delivers the land. (3) Vision of the Plumb line (7:7–9)—The Lord stands beside (not “upon”) the wall and tests it to see if it is straight. God is measuring Israel, and she does not conform to His Word; therefore, judgment is coming. At this point in the message, the “state priest” Amaziah could take no more, and he interrupted, “You are not patriotic! Take your soapbox and go back to the hills to preach.” Amos was not afraid. He told the false priest, “God called me to preach, and I must obey. As for you, Amaziah, you will pay for your compromise and sins, because your wife will become a harlot and your family will die by the sword.”

(4) Vision of the Summer Fruit (8:1–14)—We must take a brief lesson in Hebrew to understand this vision. The Hebrew word for “summer fruit” is hayitz, and the word for “end” in v. 2 is hatz. These words look and sound alike, and Amos used one to lead to the other. “The end is come! Israel, like summer fruit, has ripened for judgment.” Again in vv. 4–14 the prophet names the sins of the people: robbing the poor of their homes (8:4); complaining about holy days interfering with business (8:5); setting excessive prices that hurt the poor (8:6). God warns that He will send His wrath upon the people, not only in natural calamities, but in a famine for the Word of God. They would not listen to the Word when they had the opportunity; therefore, He will take His Word away from them. In that day their idols at Dan and Beersheba will do them no good (8:14).

(5) Vision at the Altar (9:1–10)—Now Amos sees the Lord Himself, and not some symbol. Why is God at the altar? Because judgment begins at the house of the Lord (1 Peter 4:17). The people had been outwardly religious, but they were not sincere from the heart. God orders the doorposts to be broken—and the roof caves in. Verses 8–9 summarize what God plans to do. He compares the coming judgment to the sifting of grain (see Luke 22:31–34). The good seed (true believers, the believing remnant) will be saved, but the chaff will be burned up.

Amos closes on a note of victory, for in 9:11–15 we have the promise of future restoration. Verses 11–12 are quoted in Acts 15:14–18 at the first church conference. Today God is calling out of the nations a people for His name, the church; but when the church is completed, then He will return and restore the tabernacle (house) of David and establish the Jewish kingdom. The land will become fruitful again, and the people will be blessed forever.

Hosea
Hosea, the eighth-century prophet to the Northern Kingdom of Israel, has given his name to this book as its composer. His name means “Salvation” in Hebrew.
He is the “Deathbed prophet to Israel” It is the last message they will hear.

►Key Text: 1:10
“Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God.”
►key Term: “Unfaithfulness”
The marital unfaithfulness of Gomer, Hosea’s wife, became a symbol that Hosea used to proclaim his message. The people of the Northern Kingdom had become unfaithful to the Lord by aligning with Baal, yet God longed to take them back.

►One-Sentence Summary
Hosea’s marriage to an adulterous wife and the children she bore graphically demonstrated God’s “marriage” to his spiritually adulterous people Israel, who must respond to his covenant love and repent or face severe judgment.

Purpose
This book preserves the divinely inspired prophecies that Hosea made during his ministry of more than thirty-five years. (He and Amos were the only writing prophets to target the Northern Kingdom of Israel.) Hosea warned Israel that because of rebellion and idolatry, their kingdom faced destruction, yet God still loved his covenant people.

Teachings about Salvation
The clearest text in this book on the nature of salvation is 6:6: “For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.” Offering sacrificial animals without an inner heart of love for God and one’s neighbors was never a part of the biblical understanding of salvation. The word translated “mercy” (Hebrew, chesed) included loyalty to God as well as compassionate actions toward others.

When the Events of This Book Happened:
Hosea prophesied during the last decades of the Northern Kingdom of Israel (at least 753–715 b.c.; mainly about 750–722 b.c.)
Second Kings 14–17 provide the historical background for the times of Hosea. In general, it was the time that Assyria was asserting itself as the world superpower. Hosea’s earliest prophecies and marital woes came from the end of the rule of Jeroboam II of Israel (593–753 b.c.). He continued to minister in Israel during the reigns of the last kings there and on through the conquest of Israel by the Assyrians in 722. Afterward, he evidently ministered in the Southern Kingdom of Judah, judging from his reference to Hezekiah (1:1), who became king in Jerusalem in 715.

Themes:
Faithfulness vs. unfaithfulness, the Lord vs. Baal; judgment vs. restoration
Hosea is a book of contrasts. God was faithful to Israel; Israel was unfaithful. In terms of the marriage analogy, one of the Hebrew words for husband (baal) was the same as the name of the deity the Israelites found so attractive. God longed for Israel to call him Ishi (My Husband) instead of Baali (My Husband); see 2:16–17. Like many other prophetic books, Hosea contrasts present judgment with the promise of future restoration.
Symbolic names:

Jezreel- God will scatter

Lo-ruhamah- No Mercy

Lo-Ammi- Not my people

1:10-2:1 Say ruhamah –my people Ammi- have received mercy

1Pet.2:10

God longed for Israel to call him Ishi (My Husband) instead of Baali (My Husband); see 2:16–17.
God and Israel
The people of Israel believed they would gain prosperity and good harvests by observing the traditional fertility rites of Baal worship. But from Hosea’s standpoint, these rituals involved the very same sexual indulgence that had ruined his own home life. Just like Gomer, Israel was saying, ‘I will go to my lovers—they give me food and water, wool and linen, olive oil and wine’ (2:5). This, said Hosea, was the typical thinking of the Canaanite mentality, worshipping Baal for what they could get out of him, like prostitutes who would have sex for money. But in fact, Hosea knew that it was Israel’s own God, Yahweh, who provided all these things: ‘She would never acknowledge that I am the one who gave her the corn, the wine, the olive oil, and all the silver and gold that she used in the worship of Baal’ (2:8). This was not what religious devotion in Israel should have been like. The worship of Yahweh was to grow out of gratitude for the undeserved love that had already been showered upon the nation. So Hosea returns over and over again to what God had done for Israel. Sometimes he uses imagery drawn from his own relationship with Gomer. At other times, he thinks in terms of God as the parent (mother) of the people and Israel as a recalcitrant son: ‘the more I called to him, the more he turned away from me. My people sacrificed to Baal; they burnt incense to idols. Yet I was the one who taught Israel to walk. I took my people up in my arms, but they did not acknowledge that I took care of them. I drew them to me with affection and love. I picked them up and held them to my cheek; I bent down to them and fed them’ (11:2–4).
There was little sign of hope in Amos’s message, and for him, the ‘day of Yahweh’ was almost entirely a day of punishment. But Hosea speaks of God making ‘Trouble Valley’ into ‘a door of hope’ (2:15). God still loved these people, and in due course Israel would return: ‘She will respond to me … as she did when she was young, when she came from Egypt. Then once again she will call me her husband—she will no longer call me her Baal’ (presumably a reference to the use of Canaanite practices in the worship of Yahweh, 2:15–16). To be sure, Gomer had suffered the consequences of her action, and so would Israel: ‘Samaria must be punished for rebelling against me. Her people will die in war; babies will be dashed to the ground, and pregnant women will be ripped open’ (13:16). Still, God would never give up Israel, any more than Hosea could give up his own wife: ‘How can I give you up, Israel? How can I abandon you? … My heart will not let me do it! My love for you is too strong’ (11:8).

In return, God was looking only for the unreserved commitment of the people. Unlike Baal, Yahweh was not primarily interested in religious rituals, but instead was seeking a renewed style of personal relationship: ‘What I want from you is plain and clear: I want your constant love, not your animal sacrifices. I would rather have my people know me than burn offerings to me’ (6:5–6). What was required was a return to the old simplicity that had characterized the life of the slaves who escaped from Egypt. They knew how much God had done for them, and because of that faithfulness and love they knew they could unreservedly commit themselves to God’s care. Israel had come a long way since those days, but God’s love was unchanging—and that message was to become increasingly important to the Bible writers as time went by.

Israel is carried off into captivity. The warnings of the prophets were unheeded.

The prophets to Judah

Pre exile:  Isaiah, Micah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Jeremiah,

The Prophets- Isaiah

Easley, K. H. (2002). Holman QuickSource guide to understanding the Bible (152). Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers.

When the Events of This Book Happened:
Isaiah prophesied during the reigns of four kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (mainly about 740–700 b.c.)
Second Kings 15–20 and 2 Chronicles 26–32 provide the historical narrative for the four kings mentioned in Isaiah 1:1. The kingdom of Judah was isolated, with powerful enemies especially to the north. From Samaria, idolatrous kings ruled over the kingdom of Israel. North of there, the power of Aram (Syria, KJV) with its capital in Damascus, was a constant threat. Beyond all these was the terrible world superpower, the Assyrians, with their capital in Nineveh.
Isaiah, the eighth-century Israelite prophet from Judah, has given his name to this book as its composer. His name means “The Lord Saves” in Hebrew.
►Key Text: 1:19–20
“If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.”
►Key Term: “Judgment”
Isaiah’s vision of the heavenly throne compelled him to proclaim God’s case against his people before their earthly throne in Jerusalem. Although divine judgment was inevitable, Isaiah offered hope, comfort, and a glorious future for God’s kingdom.

►One-Sentence Summary
Isaiah prophesied that because of continued idolatry God would send Judah into Babylonian captivity, yet he would graciously restore them (through the work of his Servant, who would bear away their sins by his death), so that his kingdom would be unending in the new heavens and the new earth.

Book Features and Structure
Isaiah predicted important details of the first coming of the Messiah. Especially noteworthy are his prophecies of the virgin birth (7:14); the child born to be Prince of Peace (9:6–7); God’s Spirit on the Branch (11:1–2); the gentleness of the Servant (42:1–4); and the suffering of the Servant (52:13–53:12).

In addition to Isaiah’s oracles against Judah, chapters 13–23 are noted as prophecies of coming judgment against the surrounding nations, especially the taunt against Babylon in chapter 14. Isaiah is readily divided into two major sections, “The Book of Judgment” (chapters 1–39) and “The Book of Comfort” (chapters 40–66).
The Book of Isaiah contains sixty-six chapters which are a microcosm of the Bible. The first thirty-nine chapters, like the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament, speak mainly of condemnation. The last twenty-seven chapters, like the twenty-seven books of the New Testament, speak mainly of redemption.
The following factors support the traditional view that Isaiah the son of Amoz authored this book.

1. The heading of the book and at least thirteen other places within the book claim Isaiah as the speaker/writer.

2. Jewish and Christian tradition is uniform in attributing this book to Isaiah.

3. The Septuagint, translated about 250 b.c., shows no distinction between the two halves of the book.

4. Ben Sirach, writing at about 280 b.c., knew of one Isaiah.

5. The two complete Isaiah manuscripts among the Dead Sea Scrolls indicate no break at the end of chapter 39. These manuscripts date to about a century and a half before Christ.

6. Josephus attributes the Cyrus prophecy of 44:28 and 45:1—the most controversial prophecy in the book—to Isaiah the son of Amoz.

7. Jesus in the synagogue at Nazareth read from Isaiah 61 and attributed it to Isaiah (Luke 4:16ff.).

8. In the New Testament several passages from “Deutero-Isaiah” are quoted and attributed simply to Isaiah.
9. The literary style of the second half of Isaiah is so similar to the first that even critics admit that “Deutero-Isaiah” must have been a disciple of Isaiah who tried to imitate his master.

10. A certain circle of ideas appears throughout the book binding it together as the work of one author. The concepts of a highway, Zion, the Holy One of Israel, and pangs of a woman in travail are but a few of the many which might be listed.

11. Many of the passages found in “Deutero-Isaiah” are totally unsuitable to the period of the exile of Judah where they are placed by the critics, but totally appropriate to the days of Isaiah son of Amoz.

Chart
	THE STRUCTURE OF ISAIAH


	Threat of
Judgment


	Historical Connecting Link


	Promises of
Deliverance



	Chaps. 1–35

Note ch.7
	Chaps. 36–37

Sennacherib 701
	Chaps. 38–39


	Chaps. 40–66



	Coming of
Assyrians
Anticipated


	Assyrian
Attack


	Coming of
Babylonians
Anticipated


	Babylonian
Conquest
Assumed




For the Christian the Book of Isaiah is extremely important. Forty-seven chapters of this book were directly quoted or alluded to by Christ or the Apostles. With more than four hundred allusions, Isaiah stands second only to Psalms as the most cited book in the New Testament.

According to Payne the book of Isaiah contains 111 separate predictions. Of the 1,292 verses in the book, 754 (59%) deal with future events. Among the more important Messianic prophecies in this book are the following:

1. The future temple which attracts Gentiles (2:2–4).

2. The glorious Branch (4:2–6).

3. The virgin birth of Immanuel (7:13–14).

4. The dawning of a new day in the birth of a child (9:1–7).

5. The Shoot of the stem of Jesse (11:1–10).

6. The conversion of Gentiles (19:18–25).

7. The new Jerusalem (54:9–13; 60:19–22).

8. The marriage supper of the Lamb (25:6–8; 26:19).

9. The ministry of the Messiah (42:1–4).

10. The Servant as a light to the Gentiles (49:1–13).

11. The willing obedience of the Servant (50:4–11).

12. The redemption achieved by the Servant (52:13–53:12).

13. The promises made to David to be fulfilled (55:1–5).

14. Converted heathen to become leaders in worship (66:19–23)

Micah
Micah, the eighth-century Israelite prophet from Judah, has given his name to this book as its composer. His name is a short form of Micaiah, meaning “Who Is Like the Lord” in Hebrew.

►Key Text: 3:8
“But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin.”

►Key Term: “Idolatry”
The essential sin of Judah was idolatry, a rejection of the “First Table” of the Ten Commandments (the first four commandments). This brought about corruption, violence, and many other sins, a rejection of the “Second Table” (the last six commandments).

►One-Sentence Summary
Although Micah also prophesied against Israel, his main message was against Judah, who must repent of idolatry and injustice or else go into exile—but then be restored to divine blessing under the Ruler from Bethlehem.

Purpose
This book preserves the divinely inspired prophecies that Micah made during his ministry of at least twenty years. These prophecies were originally for the people of Judah facing Assyrian invasions. Micah warned that because of idolatry and injustice, God’s case against Judah (and Israel) was severe. Their kingdoms would be destroyed—even though individuals could still repent and seek the Lord. Like Isaiah his colleague, Micah looked beyond the Assyrian captivity of Israel and the Babylonian captivity of Judah to the time that they would be forgiven and restored in righteousness, living under the Davidic Ruler that God would send.

When the Events of This Book Happened:
Micah prophesied during the reigns of three kings of Judah: Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (mainly about 740–700 b.c.)
Second Kings 15:32–20:21 and 2 Chronicles 27–32 provide the historical narrative for the three kings mentioned in Micah 1:1. In the city of Samaria, idolatrous kings ruled the Northern Kingdom of Israel. The power of Aram (Syria, KJV) with its capital in Damascus was a constant threat. Then there were the Assyrians, with their capital in Nineveh. Judah was isolated, with many powerful enemies.

During the rule of King Ahaz (735–715 b.c.), the Assyrians conquered Samaria, fulfilling Micah’s word. Ahaz’s son Hezekiah (715–686 b.c.) paid attention to the prophets Isaiah and Micah and instituted religious reform.

Book Features and Structure
Micah 4:1–3 is almost exactly like Isaiah 2:2–4, which demonstrates that these contemporaries indeed knew each other. Scholars disagree as to whether the time he referred to as the “latter days” began with the first coming of Christ or yet awaits his return. These verses reverse the imagery of Joel 3:10.

One of the striking features of the book is the way it alternates between prophecies of judgment and prophecies of future blessing. This pattern occurs three times and provides a clue for organizing the book.
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· Court is now in Session!

· Social Justice: 2:1-5

· Deluded Preachers 2:6-11

· Preaching for Profit 3:5-8

· Symbol of God’s presence destroyed 3:9-12

· Micah

· The Coming Kingdom 4:1-5

· There will be justice

· Kingdom of Survivors 4:6-8

· Human failure and Divine help 4:9-10

· Zion will triumph 4:11-13

· The king and his Kingdom 5

· v-7 The is a remnant

· Covenant Lawsuit

· Micah 6:1-8

· There is no excuse for their infidelity to their offer of ritual performance comes the charge: do justice, love kindness, and walk wisely with your God.

· Micah 6:6-8

6With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

with calves a year old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 
He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

· The Book of Micah–Religious Significance
· Social Injustice

· Against the powerful of the land (especially the capitalsof Samaria and Jerusalem)

· Against oppressive social structures

· Hope / Restoration:new Jerusalem, new Ruler (Messiah)

· Micah:prophet for the poor of the land

Habakkuk
Habakkuk, the seventh-century Israelite prophet to Judah, has given his name to this book as its composer. His name is possibly related either to the verb “embrace” in Hebrew or to an Assyrian plant called the “hambakuku.”

►Key Text: 2:4
“Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.”

►Key Term: “Dialogue”
The book reports a dialogue between the prophet and God. The prophet asked God questions about his ways, and God answered. The book shows one righteous way to bring concerns to God when his ways appear incomprehensible.

►One-Sentence Summary
When Habakkuk asked God questions about the nature of evil and its punishment, God answered by revealing his righteousness and sovereignty, and the prophet then responded with worship and faith.

This book preserves the divinely inspired dialogues and prayers of Habakkuk. These originated as a one-on-one conversation between the prophet and God, but they no doubt reflect the kinds of questions that many righteous people of Judah living in Habakkuk’s time were also asking. The righteous of all eras may ask similar questions. God’s people today will benefit from hearing God’s replies to Habakkuk’s questions: (1) Why does evil seem to go unpunished for so long? and (2) Why does God sometimes reprove the less evil by sending an even greater evil?
The dialog of Habakkuk with God makes this book noteworthy among the prophetic works of Scripture. This is seen in the following organizational scheme:

Habakkuk’s first question: “Why is evil in Judah not being punished?” (1:1–4)

God’s first answer: “God will use Chaldea to punish evil in Judah” (1:5–11)

Habakkuk’s second question: “How can God righteously use the more wicked (Chaldea) to punish the less wicked (Judah)?” (1:12–2:1)

God’s second answer: “Chaldea will also be punished for its evil” (2:2–20)

The book has two major sections. First is the dialogue between the prophet and God (1–2). Second is the prophet’s prayer of faith (3).

The Apostle Paul quoted Habakkuk 2:4 (“the just shall live by his faith”) twice as evidence of the doctrine of justification by faith in the Old Testament (Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11). Steadfast, persevering trust in God for deliverance has always been the hallmark of God’s people. The final verses of the book, a hymn of faith in the God who saves, includes the remarkable confession, “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation” (3:18).
When the Events of This Book Happened:
At the time Babylon was becoming the world superpower (around 612–605 b.c.)
The book appears to belong to a time after Babylon (Chaldea) had risen to power (1:6) but before Babylon had directly attacked Judah. Babylon conquered Assyria in 612, and in 605 they defeated the Egyptians at the battle of Carchemish on the Euphrates River. Later that same year Nebuchadnezzar made his first attack against Jerusalem.

The kings of Judah during this period were Josiah (640–609, killed in battle by the Egyptians); Jehoahaz (ruled three months in 609); and Jehoiakim (609–598), who changed loyalties from Egypt to Babylon. Second Kings 22:1–24:7 and 2 Chronicles 34:1–36:8 describe the rule of these three kings. It is unknown which of these was king when Habakkuk prophesied.
Zephaniah
Zephaniah, the seventh-century prophet from Judah, has given his name to this book as its composer. His name means “The Lord hides” in Hebrew.

►Key Text: 3:17
“The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.”
►Key Term: “Day of the Lord”
Zephaniah predicted the future day of the Lord as a time of ruin for Jerusalem. The initial coming of the day of the Lord was manifested by Judah’s fall to Babylon; its final fulfillment lies in the future in the context of Christ’s return.

►One-Sentence Summary
Although Zephaniah prophesied coming judgment against the nations, his main message was against Judah, whose sins were so serious that they would go into exile on “the day of the Lord,” but later they would be restored to righteousness.
Purpose
This book preserves the divinely inspired prophecies that Zephaniah made during his ministry to Judah about four decades before Jerusalem’s fall to Babylon. He argued that the coming “day of the Lord” would involve God’s judgment on God’s people as well as on the pagan nations. God would later restore a remnant of his people, who would then worship him forever as the King of Israel.

When the Events of This Book Happened:
During the reign of King Josiah (ruled 640–609 b.c.)
Second Kings 22–23 and 2 Chronicles 34–35 provide the historical narrative for Josiah’s reign. In international affairs Josiah saw the shift of world power move from Assyria and Egypt to Babylon. The most significant religious event in Judah was the revival and restoration of temple worship led by Josiah (about 622 b.c.). Tragically, Josiah’s reforms were unable to undo the damage done by his idolatrous grandfather Manasseh. After Josiah’s untimely demise, three of his sons and one grandson reigned as the last of the Davidic dynasty in Jerusalem. Within twenty-five years of Josiah’s death, the Babylonians completely destroyed the temple and carried the people into exile (586 b.c.). It is not clear whether Zephaniah prophesied before or after Josiah’s reforms.

Zephaniah was a contemporary of Jeremiah and Habakkuk. He identified himself by a more complete genealogy than any other prophet (1:1), and ministered during the reign of Josiah. He was the great-great-grandson of a certain Hezekiah, probably the famous king. If so, Zephaniah belonged to the royal family. (King Josiah was Hezekiah’s great-grandson.) Zephaniah’s attacks on the sins of the elite—princes, priests, judges, and false prophets—suggest that he was acquainted with the powerful and that he had true boldness (see 3:3–5). The evils of Judah that he described match the religious corruption rooted out by Josiah’s reform. If, as appears likely, Zephaniah preached shortly before 622, he contributed greatly to the reforms of Josiah’s rule.
Jeremiah
Jeremiah, the sixth- and seventh-century Israelite prophet from Judah, has given his name to this book as its composer. His name probably means either “The Lord Exalts” or “The Lord Throws Down” in Hebrew.

►Key Texts: 30:15 and 31:31
“Why criest thou for thine affliction? thy sorrow is incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity: because thy sins were increased, I have done these things unto thee.”
“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah.”
►Key Term: “Curse”
Jeremiah was the original “doomsday prophet.” He called people to repent, but his main message was that Judah had fallen under the curse of God and was doomed to Babylonian exile because of its refusal to turn from sin.

►One-Sentence Summary
Anguished by the burden of his prophetic call and the rejection of his message, Jeremiah witnessed what he warned about, the Babylonian captivity, yet he prophesied God’s gracious restoration through the new covenant.

Purpose
This book preserves both the divinely inspired prophecies Jeremiah made during his long ministry and a great many of his personal experiences. These prophecies were originally for people of Judah facing invasions and then Babylonian captivity. They were facing the curse that Deuteronomy 27 had predicted for rejecting the covenant. Although he prophesied doom, Jeremiah foretold that the exile would be limited, that Babylon would fall, and that salvation lay on the other side of divine wrath.

Jesus and Jeremiah:

Jeremiah’s own sufferings anticipate the sufferings of Jesus, Israel’s Messiah. There are numerous parallels between Jeremiah and Jesus. Both wept over Jerusalem (Jer. 9:1; Luke 19:41) and both foretold the imminent destruction of the temple (Jer. 7:11–15; Matt. 24:1, 2).

When the Events of This Book Happened:
Jeremiah prophesied during the reigns of the last five kings of Judah and during the early days of Judah’s exile (about 626–585 b.c.)
Second Kings 22–25 and 2 Chronicles 34–36 provide the historical narrative for the kings of the Davidic dynasty of Jeremiah’s ministry (Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah). At the time of Jeremiah’s call, the great empires of Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon were vying for dominion. Judah was an insignificant player, but the geography of the ancient Near East meant that Judah could not be ignored. Jeremiah lived to see Babylon defeat its rivals: Assyria (fall of Nineveh, 612 b.c.); Egypt (battle of Carchemesh, 605 b.c.); and Judah (fall of Jerusalem, 586 b.c.). By the end of Jeremiah’s ministry Babylon had become the single world superpower.

Jeremiah’s prophecies both “forth tell” and “foretell.” Jeremiah includes the three classic elements of Hebrew prophecy: (1) call to people to turn from their sins in the face of divine judgment, (2) predictions of near events (such as the fall of Jerusalem), and (3) predictions of remote events (such as the coming of the new covenant).

The majority of the book is poetic. The prose sections are mainly found in chapters 7; 11; 16; 19; 21; 24–29; 32–45; 52. The biographical sections were written in the third person, perhaps evidence of Baruch’s input. Jermiah’s style included repetition, such as “sword … famine … pestilence” (fifteen times), and the use of cryptograms (“Sheshach” for Babylon in 25:26). Memorable phrases abound, for example, “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots?” (13:23). 

Conclusion:

God judges Israel for becoming worldly and forgetting him.

God judges Judah for becoming religious and forgetting him.

God’s covenant relationship has always been about the heart.

Our relationship to God and our relationship to mankind is to be based on love.

6.  Hezekiah, a faithful king, saves Judah from Sennacherib.   Isaiah 36-38  
 2 Kings 18-20   2 Chron 29-33.
7.  Josiah, a faithful king, saves Judah.  2 Chron 34,35  2 Kings 23

8.  But…. 120 years later, God’s patience with Judah runs out.


a. 605 BC  Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem.  Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego exiled to Babylon.     Ezekiel?


b.  597 BC  Rebellion, further attack and exile under Nebuchadnezzar.


c.  586 BC  Zedekiah foolishly rebels.  Nebuchadnezzar destroys Jerusalem.  2 Kings 25  Jeremiah 52.  (Read Jer 52:1-13)


Message:   when God blesses you, do not take it for granted.  He will take 

    

away your blessings, and if that does not work, you will be judged!
Time of the exile:  (605-538 BC)
Jeremiah 25:11,12    Seventy years.   (See Daniel 9:2)
Two interpretations:

605 (  538 BC Cyrus destroys Babylon.  Exiles return about 537,536 BC  (Ezra  1:1-4)

or

586 BC  (  516 BC  the hear the temple was completed (Ezra 6 and Haggai)

Authors during the exile

1.  Jeremiah Ch 40-42    Gedaliah puppet governor assassinated, flight to Egypt.

2.  Lamentations  Jeremiah after 586 BC

3.  Ezekiel.  Exiled to Babylon 597 BC.  Write 593-571 BC from Babylon.



(“with the exiles” Ezekiel 1:1)

Ezekiel, pre-586:   Doom!!!!!

Ezekiel post 586:   God will restore the fortunes of Israel (both physically, but

more importantly, in the Messianic Kingdom)

4.  Daniel    Exiled to Babylon 605 BC   Wrote of events from 605-535 BC  Survived 

     until the destruction of Babylon under Cyrus the Persian. 


Daniel outline


A.  Practical lessons for remaining faithful while persecuted.  Ch 1,3-6.


B.  History book of the future.  Predictive prophecies.  Ch 2,7-12.


Theme of Daniel:   God rules the nations, do not fear!!!

Post-Exile  Restoration to the Promised Land
The restoration prophesied:

 Deut 30:1-5 Isaiah 45:13 (and many more).

70 years  Jer 25:8-14, Jer 29:10-14, Daniel 9:1-3 

605-536 BC First captives to first returnees

586-516 BC Destruction to restoration of temple
Post-Exile Books:

1. Daniel

a.  Ch 5  538 BC.  Last day of the Babylonian Empire

b. Ch 6.  Daniel, chief official of Darius the Mede

2.  Ezra.


a. Ch 1-3  Decree of Cyrus to rebuild Jerusalem  538-535 BC.



First return of 50,000 to Jerusalem.


b. Ch 4-6  Opposition and Darius’ decree to complete the temple.  The temple is 



built.  520-516 BC.


c.  Ch 7-10  Artaxerxes decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem.  Return under 

 

Ezra.  458 BC.

3. Haggai  520-516 BC  The temple is rebuilt.

4. Zechariah  520-518 BC  Parallel ministry to Haggai
5. Esther  Queen to Xerxes (485-465 BC) or Ahasuerus/Artaxerxes (465-425 BC)

6. Nehemiah  20th year of Artaxerxes  445 BC

7. Malachi  444 BC?  Soon after Nehemiah rebuilt the walls.

I Daniel Ch 5,6,12
Ch V   PARTY ANIMAL MEETS MAN OF GOD
   Or     THE WRITING ON THE WALL


(this is where that saying came from)

The fall of Babylon.   October 12, 539 BC according to Herodotus.  More likely 538 BC.
Babylon has  become decadent

Nabonidus, a semi-legitimate ruler, has gone off into the desert to pursue mystical studies

Belshazzar, his son, is regent

(note:  skeptics doubted the reality of Belshazzar.  Proof Daniel is fiction.  They don’t say this any more.   Vs 7  “I will make him the third in the kingdom = #2 behind Belshazzar.    Later, records discovered in Ur showed. Belshazzar began to rule as co-regent in 553 BC

What Belshazzar does not know:     The armies of Cyrus were waiting that very night just outside the city. (prepared to fulfill the prophecy in Isaiah 45)
Belshazzar is having a drunken party with all his corrupt officials.

v. 3   Drank out of the vessels from the temple of God.

Mistake city!!!!!       God rules the nations.

The writing on the wall.    (by the way, this plaster-covered wall has been discovered)

V 5.    Belshazzar pees his pants.

V 10   The “queen”   (probably the queen mother, the mother of Belshazzar, daughter of Nebuchadnezzar)  she remembers Daniel.

I love v. 16, 17

Is that your attitude?     Notice how Daniel has the same conviction he had in 605 BC,  67 years before.     May we maintain such conviction for so long!!

v. 18-23   Daniel, as usual, gives credit to God.     A lecture….

Belshazzar, if only you were teachable as was your grandfather Neb.  V 22

v. 22  You have set yourself against the Lord of Heaven.  (Like Antiochus Epiphanes and Diocletian and others were to do in the future)

Mene, 

Mene

Tekel

Parsin

Counted, counted, weighed, divided  (double meaning, Persia)

5:30       When God says it is time for judgment, things happen fast.

CH VI    THROWN TO THE LIONS.   About 537 BC  Daniel 80+
How the world reacts to a righteous man of God.
Note Daniel 9:1 Darius was “made ruler (not king)” over Babylon.

Note 9:28   The writer is well aware of Cyrus!

Note v. 4,5     They could find no basis for accusation.   Could they say that about you?    (again, see ch. 1)        The only way we will be able to get this guy is to use his righteousness against him.

v. 6,7   the plot is hatched.    Anyone who prays…

v. 8  Darius agrees.  Pride goes before destruction.   Like Jepthah.

Q:  Will Daniel be caught in the trap?

What is Daniel’s response?   Why did he keep the windows open?  Note: Daniel shares his faith at work simply by being righteous.  Everyone knows about his faith.

v. 10.    He did not change a thing.    What is your response when people try to use your righteousness against you?

v. 16    thrown to the lions.     Have you ever felt like that?

God shut the mouths of the lions.  Darius praises God.
Daniel 12:2-4  The clearest statement about the resurrection in the Old Testament.
II.  Ezra  The Old Testament’s most famous teacher.  Ezra 7:10
Ezra is a contemporary of Nehemiah, but we are going out of order because of his historical material concerning the earlier restorations.
a. Ch 1-3  Decree of Cyrus to rebuild Jerusalem  538-535 BC.  Read Ezra 1:1-4


First return of 50,000 to Jerusalem. Foundation and an altar laid. 
Note:  The Cyrus Cyllinder (British Museum) is almost identical to Ezra 1:1-4.

…I returned to [these] sacred cities on the other side of the Tigris, the sanctuaries of which have been in ruins for a long time, the images which [used] to live therein and established for them permanent sanctuaries.  I [also] gathered all their [former] inhabitants and returned [to them] their habitations.  Furthermore, I resettled upon the command of  Marduk the great lord, all the gods of Sumer and Akkad whom Nabonidus has brought into Babylon to the anger of the lord of the gods, unharmed, in their [former] chapels, the places which made them happy.  May all the gods whom I have resettled in their sacred cities ask daily Bel and Nebo for long life for me and may they recommend me…to Marduk, my lord, may they say thus: Cyrus, the king who worships you and Cambyses, his son…all of them I settled in a peaceful place.  


b. Ch 4-6  Opposition and Darius’ decree to complete the temple.  The temple is 



built.  520-516 BC.  Read Ezra 4:1-5  Ezra 6:1-3

c.  Ch 7-8  Artaxerxes decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem.  Return under 

 

Ezra.  458 BC.  Read Ezra 7:11-15

d. Ch 9-10  Ezra, teacher/preacher of righteousness.  (also note Nehemiah Ch 8)  Ezra reads the scripture and explains it to the people.
III. Haggai:   Build the Lord’s house before your own.

As prophesied, Cyrus decrees the return of the exiles (Ezra 1:1f)  Note that Isaiah had prophesied this (Isaiah 44:26-45:1, 45:13)

538 BC  Cyrus defeats Belshazzar and Babylon.  Persia takes over.

537/536 BC  42,000 Jews return to Jerusalem with permission to rebuild the 

              temple.  The ruins are cleared an altar is set up and the foundation is 

              laid.  (Ezra 1:1-3:13).


   Opposition to the rebuilding of the temple arises and the people, 

             discouraged, give up and turn to establishing their own households.

521 BC  Darius son of Cyrus takes the throne.

520 BC  Haggai and Zechariah preach to Jerusalem.  (Ezra 5:1-6:22)

516 BC  Temple completed.

Haggai:

A Jewish leader and a prophet (Ezra 5:1).  Probably quite old (unlike Zechariah) from Haggai 2:3.

The Message of Haggai:   Build up the house of the Lord, not your own house.   (Matt 6:19-21)

Submessage:  Discouragement is not sufficient excuse to neglecting the work of the Lord.

Haggai 1:1-4   v. 1  The second year of Darius  520 BC.
v. 2   “The time to build has not yet come.”   We are too discouraged.  We need to be strengthened first.  The leadership is not what it needs to be.   We do not have the budget.

The Lord’s answer:  v. 3   Hmmm……   This is very suspicious.  You have been building up your own houses, yet you do not have the ability to build up my house?

When the church is doing well, we are fired up, but when things are not going so well we use it as an excuse to attend to our own affairs.

Q:  Is it wrong to have paneled houses?  Answer:  Yes, if it means that the temple has no paneling!!!   Yes, if it takes you away from the more important thing, which is building the temple.

Q:  What is “the temple” for us?

Q:  What are some applications?

Q:  Have you been like this?

Haggai 1:5-11

Message:  You sought personal wealth and gain.  You received the opposite.  If you want blessings in your life   (Q:  Who here wants blessings?)    It is through giving first to the Temple.  “Indifference to the things of God produces calamity.”

Irony:  Attention to blessings in our life cancels out the blessings or causes them, even if we have them, to not be a blessing. 

But

Inattention to blessings often brings them, and causes them to be a true blessing.

“You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little.”   Can anyone relate?

So, what should we do?   V. 8  “Go up into the mountain and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored.”

Q: Application???

1:12-15.  So the people set to work building the temple!   God says to us, I am with you!!!     That is what I want!  (Matthew 28:20)

They wanted blessings, but they had forgotten how to get them.

Zechariah 2:1-9 and 20-23  Encouragement from God for doing the work.

God knows that doing the work can be tiring and discouraging.  God knows that we can be discouraged by the size of the task and by our limited resources.

Haggai 2:4  Be strong and do the work.

I love 2:6   “In a little while, I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry lands.”

Let’s say it together out loud!!!    Do you believe it?

v. 8  The silver and the gold are mine…..    the things you are giving up to the temple….  The things all your neighbors think is valuable.   They are mine.

Final encouragement:   Haggai 2:20-23 (just read it).  A messianic prophecy.
IV. Zechariah:  The Messiah is coming:  Get your house in order.
Message of Zechariah:  Repent!  God’s salvation is coming.
( Dated prophecies:  Nov. 520 BC – Dec 518 BC

( Contemporary of Haggai

( Mentioned in Ezra 5:1

( Jerusalem is in ruins.  The foundation for the temple has been built.  However, the

   exiles who returned from the captivity have stopped work on the temple to build their 

   “paneled houses.”  There is serious need for a revival.

( The book is apocalyptic (it contains vivid symbolism which represents spiritual truths).

( The book contains many predictive prophecies, especially of the Messiah.

( The book is eschatological in nature (it is about end times).

Theme of Zechariah:   The Messiah is coming; get your house in order.
Outline of Zechariah:

Zech 1:1-6  It is time to repent!

Zech 1:7-6:8  Eight visions
Zech 6:9-15  Coronation scene (a messianic prophecy)

Zech 7:1-14 Religion vs. true worship.

Zech 8:1-14:21  The Messiah is coming! Get ready!
Zechariah 1:1  November, 520 BC

1:2-6   Repent!      v. 2 Return to me so I can return to you  (Revelation 3:20)


vs. 6.  Good news.  They repented and rebuilt the temple.  What about you?  Are you building God’s temple?   The temple was actually completed in April, 516 BC

1:7-17  Vision #1: A messenger on a red horse.      


The messenger reports the world is at peace, which is bad news to Israel as that means they will stay in bondage to Persia.


God’s reply: (v 16)  I will return to Jerusalem and rebuild my house!   Do not look at outward appearances.


Application:  If your situation or church seems stagnant, do not look at the outward appearance.  God can and will work in your life.

1:18-21  Vision #2:  The vision of four horns.


The four horns are four nations which scattered Israel.  The message:  God will judge these nations.  Trust in God.


Question:  How do you feel about the fact that God is a God of judgment on his enemies?

2:1-13  Vision #3   The man with a measuring line.


God will make his kingdom into a city without walls.  The church will become very great and will spread across the world.  God will protect his kingdom like a flame around a wall-less city.    2:6  Only come back, escape Babylon (sin) and come into my city (the kingdom of God).    This scripture is being fulfilled before our very eyes in this day.  2:13  Be in awe of what God is doing.

3:1-10   Vision #4    Joshua (the high priest) accused by Satan.   Joshua = Jeshua in Hebrew = Jesus in Aramaic.  This is a vision concerning Jesus himself.   Are you accused (Zech 3:2, Rev 12:10)  Or are you the deceived type (Jn 8:33-41)?


The branch (3:8) is Jesus.  The Messiah is coming to Jerusalem!!!


3:10   Have you invited your neighbor to sit under your vine by sharing your life and faith with him yet?

4:1-16   Vision #5    The golden lampstand with a bowl and seven lamps and the two olive trees.


Oil = the Spirit of God = annointing by God   (Heb 1:9, Ps 23, etc.)


Memory verse:   Zechariah 4:6.  Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of Hosts.


The twin olive trees represent the permanent, unending, river of power which can flow into our lives if we remain tapped into God.  The two trees, are symbolically, the priesthood and the kingship/governorship, which were combined forever in Jesus Christ.  Jesus is priest and king!  (Messiah is Hebrew for annointed).


4:7  The capstone is Jesus Christ (Acts 4:10,11)

5:1-4  Vision #6.  The flying Scroll.


Judgment on  sinners and the enemies of God’s people.

5:5-11  Vision #7  The woman in a basket.


Measuring basket = judgment.  The woman = “sin” = Babylon  (Revelation 18:2)


Sin has fallen, Judgment has come

6:1-8  Vision #8   The four chariots.     Judgment! (again)


See Revelation 6:2-7 for a parallel passage about judgment on sinners and on the enemies of God’s people

6:9-15  The coronation scene.   The Messiah is coming!


vs 11-13   Joshua = Jesus   v13 “harmony between the two” means between the priesthood and the government/king/governor.  This was accomplished in Jesus who is both high priest and king


vs. 15  A great picture of the kingdom of God.

7:1-14.  Religious observance versus true worship of God.  

Should we stop fasting in the fifth month?  God:  you were doing it as a hypocrite anyway, so what use were your fasts?  God’s answer is found in Zech 8:18,19.  No, your fasting will turn to joy when the Messiah comes and restores the (spiritual) kingdom to Israel.

A great memory scripture:  Zech 7:9.10     Show true justice.  Act like God.

Application:   Should I take care of this need over here?  Duhhhh!  Of course you should.

8:1-23   The Messiah will come to Jerusalem.  God can’t wait for it to happen


v. 3 We are the “city of truth.”  What a thought.  This prophecy was partially fulfilled in April, 516 BC when the temple was completed, but to a fuller extent in about 30 AD when Jesus came to Jerusalem.


v 4-23  Peace safety and security in God’s kingdom described in great detail.  A great passage to meditate/pray on.


v. 23 a great Bible talk.

9:1-8   Judgment on Phoenecia.

9:9-17.  The Messiah is coming to Jerusalem.  (do you see a pattern here yet?)


9:9  A great Messianic prophecy.  Fulfilled in Mark 11:4-10


9:11  waterless pit = us before salvation


9:13  Judah (Judea)  (  Ephraim (Samaria) ( Greece   That is exactly how the church spread.  A very specific prophecy.

10:1-11:3   Judgment on God’s enemies.  This shows God protecting his people and judging those who persecute the church (or the Jews before NT times).

11:4-17   God will revoke the Old Covenant and establish a New Covenant.


God will judge unfaithful Israel for rejecting his appearing to them (fulfilled in 70 AD when Jerusalem was destroyed).    Favor = (old) covenant  Union = unity of God’s people.


v. 10  the old covenant will be revoked.


v. 12, 13  A very specific prophecy about the Messiah.  Fulfilled in Matt 26:14 and 27:1-10 where a literal potter’s field was bought for a literal 30 pieces of silver.

12:1-9   God will bless his kingdom.   v. 8 very encouraging.

12:10-14.   A prophecy about the Messiah and about the church.  


Pour out spirit = Acts 2:  Pentecost.


pierced = the sword in Jesus’ side  John 19:31-37.

13:1-9   Further prophecies about the kingdom of God.


v. 1.  On that day…  The day of Pentecost (Acts 2:  )


v. 7,8  Fulfilled in Mark 14:49


v. 8  2/3 struck down = those who were not able to remain faithful during the horrible persecutions under Rome.   Would you be among the 2/3 to stay faithful, even when your life was threatened for your faith, or would you be among the 1/3 who remain faithful?  Look at those around you and think about where you are at.


v. 9  Even if you survive, you will be refined 1 Peter 1:6,7

14:1-21    End Times.  Judgment day.


Zech 14  =  Revelation 20:11-22:6


Also, compare Zech 14:2-9 with Matthew 24


v. 10  Jerusalem will be raised….   = Rev 21:2


v. 20-21   A picture of heaven.  No Canaanites = no merchants.  All your needs will be provided by God.

Predictive Prophecies in Zechariah

Messianic;

Zechariah 3:8-9  My servant the branch (The Branch of Jesse Isaiah 11:1,10)

Zechariah 6:11-13   A symbolic crowning of the Messiah in the form of the high priest Joshua.     Here is the man whose name is the Branch….      There will be harmony between the two.   Before Jesus, Israel had priests and kings.  Jesus is both.

Zech 9:9  Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  (Matt 21:2-7, Mark 11:4)

Zech 11:7-13   30 pieces of silver  Matt 26:14-15

                         


Throw it to the potter   Matt 27:3-10

Zechariah 12:10-14   The one they have pierced  (John 19:31-37)

By the way, Zech 12:11   The weeping that day will be …like the weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.    This is a reference to the death of Josiah.  609 BC    (2 Kings 23:29-30, 2 Chron 35:24-25)

Josiah was the last righteous king of Judah.   His death parallel to the death of the righteous king of Israel:  Jesus

Zechariah 13:7  Strike the shepherd and the sheep will be scattered. (Mark 14:27)

Kingdom Prophecies:

Zechariah 6:15   Those who are far away will come and help build the temple of the Lord.

Zechariah 8:1-7  I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem.
Zechariah 9:10  His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.
Zechariah 13:1-3   On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David.….  Pentecost.

Zechariah 14:  God reigns in heaven.
V. Esther  God uses a righteous woman to save Israel.
Esther: Queen of Xerxes (485-465 BC) or Ahasuerus/Artaxerxes (465-425 BC)

Esther in the “writings” in Hebrew Bible.  Luther wanted to exclude it from the Bible because it does not mention God.  Only book not found in Dead Sea Scrolls.

Probably included by the Jews because it is the motivation for the festival Purim.

Esther is a prefigure of the Messiah.

VI  Nehemiah  God’s leader does great things.
Nehemiah 1:1, 2:1  In the 20th year of Artaxerxes  445 BC.
Arguably, the restoration of Judah was not completed until the work of Nehemiah.

1:2-3 Nehemiah sees a need.

1:4-11 Nehemiah seeks God for help

2:1-5  Nehemiah steps out on faith

2:6-9  God blesses Nehemiah’s faith

2:11-16 Nehemiah comes up with a practical plan.

2:17-20  Nehemiah gives vision to the people and calls them to unity.

3:1-6:16 The work gets done (despite an incredible amount of opposition)

9:1-10:39, 13:1-30  Nehemiah calls the people to repentance. 
My favorite verse:  Nehemiah 2:18  Let us rise up and build.”  So they began this good work.   Note, opposition began immediately.
VII. Malachi

Last book in the Bible:  What are God’s last thoughts to us?

Malachi = “my messenger”     Malachi may not be an actual name of a prophet

Date:  between 445-432 BC   Between the two visits by Nehemiah.

The situation:  The temple is rebuilt, but the people are relying in themselves.  They have faith in God, but their faith is in what God will do for them.   They are not being faithful to God.

Having faith in God vs being faithful to God.

Malachi:  God still loves Israel.  Offer Him true not false worship.

Outline:

Introduction:  God still loves Israel  1:1-5  

I  The Priests have been unfaithful  1:6-2:9


a. Unworthy offerings. 1:6-10 With such offerings…


b. What a burden. 1:13

II  The People have been unfaithful 2:10-3:18


a. In marriage and divorce 2:10-16


b. In tithes and offerings 3:6-12


c. What did we gain? 3:13-15

III  The Day of the Lord  is coming   4:1-6

Style:   Socratic.   Make a point,   Propose a question from a theoretical person,   Answer the question.

You have robbed God.

How have we robbed you?

In tithes and offerings.

Introduction:

1:1-5   I still love Israel.   Jacob have I loved, Esau I have hated.   Look at how Edom is doing even today.  I have every intention to bless Israel (if you will let me)

I.   The Priests have been unfaithful.    (and don’t forget that we are all priests)

It is time for us to look at our hearts!!!!

A. The priests have not honored me      1:6-14

You have not honored me.   How?

You have given me the leftovers.  Your job, your government, your family, your….   are obviously more important to you than to me?    (v 6-9)    God:  Do you think I am stupid?

Q:  How have we been like this?

How can you say that????    They act so innocent, as if God does not know their hearts.

They say, “What a burden!”   (v. 12-13a)

Cursed is the one who makes me an afterthought (v 13b-14)

Q:  How might we be like this?

2:1-4 some very tough words.  I will spread the bloody innards from the sacrifice on your faces.

Why?   Because you have not honored God.

B.  The Priests have not taught the truth.  2:5-9   

You have not taught the truth.  You have compromised/watered down the message.  You have made it too easy to be righteous.

True instruction should be in your mouth (v6)

Your lips should be preserving knowledge.(v7)

But you have turned from the way and by your teaching have caused many to stumble (v8)       violated the covenant        shown partiality

II  The People have  been unfaithful
A.  They have been getting divorces and marrying foreign wives.   2:10-16.  2:16  “I hate divorce.”
B.  The people have stopped trusting in God     2:17  Where is God’s justice?  

Q:  How have we been like this?

Also Malachi 3:13-14   It is futile to serve God.  What am I getting out of this?

Q:  How have we been like this?

But God is going to take care of us.  Do not worry!

3:1-5  God is coming in justice to punish the evildoers.

And   Malachi 3:16-18  God will take care of his people who trust in him.

3:6-7  Only return to me      What do you mean we left you?

You have robbed me. (v8)  Who, me?     You have not trusted me to take care of your things.

This is not about money.  It is about trusting that God will take care of us.   You have held back.  In your heart of heart, you did not really believe that God has your back.  That’s why you gave better stuff to your boss than to me.

It is about being faithful.    “Test me in this”

How?      Trust fully in me.

III  The Day of the Lord
Malachi 4:1-6    This passage summarizes everything we have learned in the prophets.
v. 1   The day is coming.   For sure.   Will the Day of the Lord be a bad day or a good day for you?   It depends.

a. Every evildoer will be stubble.   Not a root or a branch will be left to them.

b. Those who revere my name…    The sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.    You will leap like a calf in its stall.   You will be really fired up.

Summary:   Remember my law (v 4)

I will send Elijah before that day.     (Luke 1:17  John comes in the spirit and power of Elijah,  Matt 11:14  He [John] is the Elijah who is to come)
The message:  sin in general, but especially materialism are contagious.  Holiness in not contagious.   We need to deal with materialism before God will bless our work.

The good news:  If we will repent, then GOD WILL BLESS US! (2:19)

Wisdom Literature

Mark Wilkinson

Intro: Wisdom Literature

Even before the Christian age the Jews organized the holy books of Scripture into three divisions which came to be designated Torah (“Law”), Nebhi˒im (“Prophets”) and Kethubhim (“Writings”). 

The poetic books have certain characteristics, which set them apart from the other books of the Bible.
 First, these books are almost entirely written in Hebrew poetry. (More about that in the Psalms).

Second, they are not historically oriented. Except for the Book of Psalms, there are few historical allusions here. 
Third, these books deal with issues, which are of universal concern to mankind. From the dawn of history human minds have grappled with such issues as suffering, love, and the brevity and meaning of human life. 
Fourth, direct divine speech is rare here. As a rule the writers are speaking for man to God rather than the reverse which is the essential characteristic of the prophetic books.

The cultural setting of the wisdom books is probably more important than the historical context in which they were written, for wisdom ideas were not tied to one particular time frame. They deal with life’s basic issues (what is wise and foolish, suffering, raising children, the vanity of life without God, the need to fear God), which are faced in every age.
Some wisdom writings were constructive (Proverbs), providing instructions on how a person was to live successfully within the societal structure and within the moral order that God designed. Other wisdom writings raised questions about a person’s ability to successfully understand and live within the social and moral order that existed (Ecclesiastes and Job). Both approaches recognized that God rules the world and that a right relationship with Him produces true wisdom.
Wisdom included the proper understanding of cultural and moral regulations as well as the proper relationship between mankind and the spiritual powers in the world. Of course the wisdom of the pagan gods was not in agreement with or as powerful as God’s wisdom (Exod. 7–9; Dan. 2–5; 1 Cor. 1:18–2:16).

Biblical wisdom literature is also unique when compared to the books of Moses or the prophets, for wisdom is not directly related to the covenant relationship with Israel. Instead it deals with the question of God’s just and ordered rule of the whole world.
Poetic Parallelism.
Hebrew poetry is not primarily a poetry of rhyme and meter, although there is a certain rhythmic quality about it. To Robert Lowth in 1753 goes the credit for elucidating the primary characteristic of this kind of poetry, viz., parallelism. Lowth identified three basic types of parallelism: synonymous, antithetic and synthetic.

In synonymous parallelism an initial line finds verbal parallels in the succeeding line. A good example is Ps 19:1.


“The heavens are telling the glory of God,and the expanse declares the work of his hands.”


Here each of the key elements in line one has its parallel in the second line. Chiastic parallelism is a subtype of synonymous parallelism, but instead of giving the parallel ideas in the same order they are presented in the opposite order. Ps 51:1 is an example:


“Have mercy on me, O God,

according to your lovingkindness,

according to the multitude of your mercies

Blot out my transgression.”


In antithetic parallelism the second line of a couplet expresses the opposite of the first. Ps 1:6, for example, places in contrast the way (lifestyle) of the righteous and the way of the wicked.


“Because Yahweh knows a way of righteous ones,

but a way of wicked ones shall perish.”


The term “synthetic” or “constructive” parallelism is used to describe all poetry which is not clearly synonymous or antithetic. Here the second line expands or amplifies the first line. In Ps 2:6, for example, the second line completes the first line:


“But as for me, I have installed my king

Upon Zion, my holy mountain.”


Synthetic parallelism sometimes indicates a comparison. This is especially common in Proverbs, as in 15:17.


“Better is a dish of vegetables where love is,

Than a fattened ox and hatred with it.”


In the reason type of synthetic parallelism the second line offers an explanation for what the first line affirms, as in Proverbs 26:4.


“Do not answer a fool according to his folly,

Lest you also be like him.”


Synthetic parallelism sometimes extends to more than two lines. In Ps 1:1, for example, the verbs “walk,” “stand,” and “sit” build to a climax.


“How blessed is the man who does not

walk in the counsel of the wicked,

nor stand in the path of sinners,

nor sit in the seat of scoffers.”


Some authorities identify other types of parallelism in Hebrew poetry, but those illustrated above represent all the really significant types.

Hebrew poetry has other features some of which are difficult, if not impossible, to display in English translation. These include:

1. Alliteration: the use of the same or similar sounds at the beginning of verses, or in stressed positions within a verse.

2. Paronomasia: a play on the sound and meaning of words.

3. Acrostic structure: verses (or sometimes half-verses, or stanzas) begin with successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. In Psalms 119, for example, each of the eight verses in the first stanza begins with Aleph, the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet. The subsequent twenty-one stanzas display the same pattern, employing the remaining letters of the alphabet. In another example, the twenty-two verses in the poem concerning the virtuous woman (Prov 31:10–31) begin with successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet.

4. Terseness: The Hebrew poets said much in few words. The psalms consist for the most part of brief poetic phrases usually containing three Hebrew words, rarely more than four. Conjunctions are often omitted (e.g., Ps 23:1). In the technique of ellipsis the second line of a poetic verse assumes part of what appeared in the first line (e.g., Ps 88:6). Compactness of expression, however, sometimes makes difficult the interpretation of what the poets were trying to say.

5. Imagery: The use of imagery is not unique in poetic texts, but is particularly prominent there. Imagery is a concise way of writing because it simultaneously conveys information and evokes an emotional response. Pages of prose texts might be required to explain one simple line of poetic imagery such as “Yahweh is my shepherd.” Imagery stimulates imagination.

Prose is not to be taken literally.

Ps.91:4 God has feathers

Gen.41:57- All countries? Even Americas?

Job.41:18-21 Leviathan is a dragon.

Outline of Job
	Job’s motives for serving God


	1–3



	Job guilty—or God unjust?


	4–27



	Where wisdom is found


	28



	Job’s claim of innocence


	29–31



	Elihu’s defense of God’s justice


	32–37



	God’s power and wisdom revealed


	38:1–42:6



	Job’s restoration

A Suggested Outline of the Book of Job

I. Job’s Distress—1–3

1. His Prosperity—1:1–5

2. His Adversity-1:6–2:13

loss of wealth—family—health

3. His Perplexity—3:1–26

II. Job’s Defense—4–37

1. The First Round—4–14

a. Eliphaz—4–5—Job’s reply, 6–7

b. Bildad—8—Job’s reply, 9–10

c. Zophar—11—Job’s reply, 12–14

2. The Second Round—15–21

a. Eliphaz—15—Job’s reply, 16–17

b. Bildad—18—Job’s reply, 19–20

c. Zophar—20—Job’s reply, 21

3. The Third Round—22–37

a. Eliphaz—22—Job’s reply, 23–24

b. Bildad—25—Job’s reply, 26–31

c. Elihu—32–37

III. Job’s Deliverance—38–42

1. God Humbles Job—38:1–42:6

(see 40:3–5 and 42:1–6)

2. God Honors Job—42:7–17

a. God rebukes his critics—42:7–10

b. God restores his wealth—42:11–17

Key Text: 1:21
“Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”
►Key Term: “Suffering”
The book of Job explores the issue of human suffering despite God’s goodness and power. The question of why people suffer and why evil continues has been the focus of intense thought throughout the ages. Job is the main biblical treatment of this issue.

►One-Sentence Summary
After the upright Job suddenly lost family, health, and possessions, he and his friends dialogued at length about the reasons for his sufferings, but God alone had the final word and ultimately restored Job’s losses.
The book of Job belongs to the literary type called “speculative wisdom,” which explored the great questions of human existence. A number of other ancient Near Eastern texts have parallels to Job, for example the Egyptian “Admonitions of Ipuwer” or the Mesopotamian “I Will Praise the Lord of Wisdom.” Israelite wisdom, however, based on the fear of the Lord, surpassed that of other nations. Job was placed in the third section, “The Writings” (Kethubim), of the Hebrew canon.

The narrative prologue (1–2) and epilogue (42) are necessary frames for the extended body of the book. The poetic dialogues and monologues (3–41) were composed entirely in the form of Hebrew parallelism found in the other wisdom books and the Psalms (as well as elsewhere in the Old Testament.
Hebrew poetry characteristically had two (sometimes three) lines that are parallel in thought (rather than in rhyme). In synonymous parallelism, the second line repeated the essence of the first in different words (see 5:10). In antithetic parallelism, the second line stated the opposite of the first (see 10:3). When the later line built on the first without either repeating or contrasting, it is referred to as synthetic parallelism (see 31:15).

	42:7–17




Job
God’s Rule—Just or Unjust?
The Book of Job, the eighteenth book in the ot, and a major example, along with Proverbs, of wisdom literature. The Hebrew name ‘Job’ may mean ‘where is the [divine] father?’ or it may mean ‘hated/persecuted one’; or it may combine both meanings to pose the book’s question. The date, place, and identity of authorship are still debated. 
The events seem to have taken place during the Patriarchal period of Bible history. Several marks of antiquity appear in the prose sections. Some examples are:
(1) Job performed his own sacrifice without priesthood or shrine (1:5);
(2) Job’s wealth is measured in flocks, herds and servants (1:3);
(3) his land was subject to invasion by roving tribes (1:15–17);
(4) Job’s life span of 140 years is in harmony with the long lives of the patriarchs of Genesis (42:16); and
(5) the names used in the book are authentic second millennium names.

While these indications seem strong enough there is a problem. The locale of the book is Uz, not Palestine. A patriarchal/tribal society may well have persisted in that region even as late as the monarchy period in Israel. Nonetheless, in terms of the progress of redemption, Job is best understood as having lived before the Abrahamic covenant which narrowed the covenant to one particular family.

Although Job had many children and was a wealthy herdsman like some of the patriarchs in Genesis, this kind of lifestyle existed during the time of King David and was still common in the remote areas of the ancient Near East up until the nineteenth or twentieth century a.d. Since wisdom literature in Israel was associated with the life and times of Solomon and Hezekiah (1 Kings 3:3–14; 10:6, 7, 23–25; Prov 1:1; 25:1; Eccles. 1:1), many believe the book of Job came from that period.

The Book of Job is not religious fiction. Job was a real person, not an imaginary character; both Ezekiel (14:14, 20) and James (5:11) attest to that. Because he was a real man who had real experiences, he can tell us what we need to know about life and its problems in this real world.

Job- the man
1. Job’s life (Job 1:1–3)
The land of Uz was probably in or near Edom (Lam. 4:21). Eliphaz, one of Job’s friends, came from Teman, which is associated with the Edomites (Job 2:11; Gen. 36:11).

A. His character (Job 1:1).
1. First, he was blameless (tam), i.e., whole, complete. He was a man without any obvious moral blemish, a man of integrity. The term tam, which is first used in Scripture of Noah (Gen 6:9), does not suggest that Job was sinless. Job’s blamelessness is affirmed in heaven (1:8; 2:3), by Job’s wife (2:9); and by Job himself (9:21). Even Job’s antagonists concede the blamelessness of Job in a general way (e.g., 4:6), although they argued that he must have been guilty of some serious offense to account for his calamities.

2. Second, Job was “upright” (yashar), i.e., he did not deviate from God’s standards. The combination of the terms “blameless” and “upright” indicate the peak of moral perfection.

3. Third, this patriarch is described as “fearing God,” i.e., he reverenced the creator and humbly submitted to his will. The ancient sages viewed the fear of God as the foundation of wisdom as well as its goal.

4. Finally, Job “turned aside from evil,” i.e., he avoided all that area which the Holy One had designated as sinful. The fear of God gives one the moral discernment to avoid evil 
The foundation for Job’s character was the fact that he “feared God and shunned evil.” “Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding” (28:28). To fear the Lord means to respect who He is, what He says, and what He does. It is not the cringing fear of a slave before a master but the loving reverence of a child before a father, a respect that leads to obedience. “The remarkable thing about fearing God,” said Oswald Chambers, “is that when you fear God you fear nothing else, whereas if you do not fear God you fear everything else.”

B. His family (Job 1:2). Job was prosperous in his family. The events in Job took place during the Patriarchal Age when a large family was seen as a blessing from God (Gen. 12:2; 13:16; 30:1). The children must have enjoyed each other’s company since they met frequently to celebrate their birthdays. This speaks well of the way Job and his wife raised them. The fact that their father offered special sacrifices after each birthday feast does not prove their celebration was wicked. It only shows that Job was a pious man and wanted to be sure his family was right with God.
C. His material possessions (Job 1:3). In those days, wealth was measured primarily in terms of land, animals, and servants; and Job had all three in abundance. But being rich did not turn him away from God. He acknowledged that the Lord gave this wealth to him (Job 1:21), and he used his wealth generously for the good of others (4:1–4; 29:12–17; 31:16–32). Job would have had no problem obeying what Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 6:6–19.
 
The overview:
The author of Job reveals information concerning the unseen spiritual battles that go on in this world. Since some of these events are a mystery to mankind, it is impossible for people to always understand the reason why God allows certain things to happen. This shows that reason cannot be the sole basis of a person’s relationship with God. Although wisdom writings encourage a rational understanding of life, they recognize the limitations of human wisdom and call people to fear God and put their faith in Him.
God’s response to Job accuses him only of one thing. He, a mere mortal, has interfered in God’s affairs. God does not dismiss Job; he instructs him. The speeches of God at the conclusion of the book serve the purpose of bringing center stage both the majesty and mystery of the universe. All creation bears witness to God. Job’s dilemma is resolved when he withdraws his challenge and acknowledges that he too is under the protection of the mysterious God who governs all creation.

To be more specific, the Book of Job reveals who God is. It shows the kind of trust, which God wants his children to have regarding him. Here is revealed God’s favor toward his children and his absolute control over Satan.

Job’s Motives for Serving God
Job was a righteous man who feared God and turned away from all evil (1:1, 8; 2:3). But the adversary of God and man thought that Job feared God only because He had blessed him with many children and great wealth. After God allowed Satan to test Job by taking his children and possessions, Job remained faithful to God because he believed that the God who freely gives also has the right to take away (1:20–22). In a second trial, God allowed Satan to afflict Job with a terrible skin disease. Still Job did not blame God, even though his wife suggested that he should curse God and die (2:9, 10).

Job Guilty—or God Unjust?
Job’s three friends came to comfort and restore him. After an initial period of mourning and silence, the three adopted a pattern of alternating speeches. The three friends share their firm (but mistaken) convictions about why Job is suffering. There is wrong theology in the book. The three friends claim that all suffering is the result of sin and prosperity is the result of virtues. BE CAREFUL NOT TO BELIEVE THIS!

The series begins with Job lamenting that he was born and wishing that he were dead (3:1–26).
Eliphaz the Temanite (from an Edomite city) responded with three speeches (4–5; 15; 22). In the first he told Job to be strong, for he had encouraged others with similar advice. Job must put his confidence in God, who cares for the innocent and judges the wicked (4:3, 6–9). When people fall into sin, they should be happy when God reproves them. This is the way God works to redeem those in sin (5:17–20). This truth was the basic theological stance taken by Eliphaz and the other two friends throughout their dialogue with Job.

Eliphaz mocked Job’s windy and unprofitable words (15:1–6) because Job rejected the wisdom of the traditional wise men and claimed to have some secret knowledge from God (15:7–13). Eliphaz knew that God judged the wicked (15:18–35); therefore, he reproved Job for claiming that he was innocent (20:1–20). He encouraged Job to repent so that God could restore him (22:21–30).

Bildad responded to Job three times (8; 18; 26) with a theological argument similar to that of Eliphaz. But it is clear that he had less sympathy in his voice. God is just and does not pervert justice; if Job would seek Him and repent, God would restore him (8:3–7, 20). Job must accept this traditional wisdom, for the wicked who forget God are like a plant with no water (8:8–15), but the righteous are like a plant with water (8:16–20). The fate of the wicked is trouble and eventually death (18:5–21).

Zophar’s two speeches (11; 20) were caustic and very unsympathetic to Job’s physical and mental trials. He coldly dismissed Job’s statement that he was innocent. It sounded like boasting to him (11:3, 4). He thought that Job did not understand God’s ways. If he would repent, God would restore him (11:7–15). Zophar totally rejected Job’s observation that sometimes God does not judge the wicked (20:4–29).

In between these speeches Job lamented the anguish of his painful existence (7:3–8), questioned why God was attacking him (7:11–19), and rejected the advice of his worthless comforters (6:14–27). Job wanted to prove that he was right with God, but it was impossible to take God to court (9:1, 2, 14–16). How could he prove that God sometimes treats the wicked and the righteous the same way (9:22)? Unfortunately there was no judge to oversee this case or rule on Job’s treatment (9:33–35). Job loathed his sickness so much (10:1–7) that he decided to go ahead with a court case against God (13:1–19).
First Job rejected his friends’ traditional wisdom, because all true wisdom and power belong to God (12:1–6, 13–25). From that point on his speeches were directed to God. God had shattered his life while he was at peace, attacked him on every side, and made Job out to be His enemy (16:7–17). Job cried out for a heavenly witness or advocate to notice his plight (16:18–22), for his friends were useless comforters. Surely the righteous will be appalled at the way his friends and God have treated him (17:1–10; 19:1–12). People treated him like a social outcast, and his family, servants, and peers despised him (19:13–22). His hope was that an eternal record would be kept so that his Redeemer might justify him in the end (19:23–27).
The heart of Job’s case was that God did not always bless the righteous and judge the wicked as his friends claimed. No, many wicked people were happy and prosperous (21:7–34; 24:1–17). Job wanted God to explain His execution of justice in this lawsuit and to tell Job why he, an innocent man, was suffering. Although God’s power and wisdom are often beyond human understanding (26:5–14), Job needed an explanation. He was innocent (27:1–6), but he was judged. He needed something to counter the traditional wisdom viewpoint that God judges only the wicked. This implied that Job must be wicked (27:7–23).

Where Wisdom Is Found
The author of Job inserted a short poem about the difficulty of finding wisdom. Although people have found precious stones and metal deep in the earth, where can they find wisdom? It is the most valuable thing, but it is hidden from mankind. Indeed, the only true source of wisdom is God.

Job’s Claim of Innocence
The dialogue between Job and his friends ended in frustration for both sides. Job gave one final summary of his arguments to end his case. Formerly God blessed him, and he was a respected and honored man in society (29:1–25). But now he is mocked and dishonored in society and attacked by God (30:1–31). Yet he is innocent of a whole list of great and small sins (31:1–40). God must explain to him how this can be just.
The problem of human suffering is a major thrust of the book, but the answer that God provides is the who question rather than the why question!

The standard argument is that if God were powerful and good then He would stop all suffering. Since he does not, he is either not powerful or not good.
Elihu’s Defense of God’s Justice
Although Elihu was not introduced at the beginning of the dialogue, he now speaks to justify God’s action and refute Job’s claims. After a long introduction to defend his right to speak (32:6–22), Elihu refuted Job’s claim that God never answers people’s inquiries. God spoke through visions, painful diseases, and a mediator who will deliver those who repent of their sins (33:13–28). By reaffirming the justice of God, Elihu refuted Job’s claim that God was not dealing justly by treating everyone the same (34–35). Finally he described various aspects of the world that demonstrate God’s sovereign rule. Some of these were so beyond human comprehension that it was preposterous for anyone to question anything God does (36–37).

God’s Power and Wisdom Revealed
Finally the Lord answered Job in two speeches. First He challenged Job to teach Him about the measurements of the earth. It was God who created and controls the sea, the light, the underworld, and the weather through His power and wisdom (38:1–38). He also understands and controls the lion, deer, ox, ostrich, horse, and bird of prey (38:39–39:30). Can Job find some fault in God? No, he is silent in the presence of God’s power and wisdom (40:1–5).

In God’s second speech He challenges Job to teach Him about justice (40:6–14). But Job does not have the power or the wisdom even to bring the beasts Leviathan and Behemoth to justice, so how can he pretend to teach God who made these beasts (40:15–41:34)? In response, Job admitted that he complained to God about things he really did not know about. Now that his eyes are opened to the mystery of God’s glorious ways, he is humbled (42:1–5).

Job’s Restoration
God also revealed that Job’s friends were wrong and Job was correct. Job was not suffering for some great evil that he had committed. The three friends confessed their wrong, and Job prayed for them. Then God gave Job more children and blessed him with great riches.

Theological Significance of Job
1.
God may allow people to be tested so that they can demonstrate their dedication to God and His will for their lives.

2.
It is an error to conclude that all sickness and trouble come because of sin. Sometimes the innocent suffer, and the wicked are not immediately judged.

3.
Since people on earth cannot see the whole picture and have a very limited understanding of God’s plans and wise purposes, they should not question God’s justice.

4.
Comforting the sufferer is not achieved by naive accusations, but by identifying with their grief and praying for God’s mercy.

In the New Testament, James remembered the patience of Job during his long period of suffering and encouraged his readers to wait faithfully for God’s compassion.

The mysterious and yet wise plan of God that governs the way He rules the world is treated at several points in the New Testament. Jesus told His disciples that a certain blind man was not blind because he or his parents had sinned. He was blind so that God’s power could be displayed in Jesus; the affliction was not a punishment for sin (John 9:1–3).
Danger of Religion:

Religion gives people the notion that they have God under control. Religion says that we can understand God absolutely and completely. We can predict what the Almighty will do tomorrow. The Christian religion teaches that the Bible answers virtually every question that’s brought to the sacred text. The problem with this line of thought is that the true God cannot fit into anyone’s box. God will always end up breaking out of our human expectations and understanding. Every attempt to capture God and cram and ram Him in a system will ultimately fail.
The true God is an untamed lion. He cannot be controlled. The true God is the controller.

Evidential Argument against the existence of God
Even though it is possible that God has a reason to allow the evils we find in the world, it does not seem likely that there are good reasons for some of the evils we see. We cannot prove that there is no good reason, but if we have lots of cases in which it seems as though there is none, we will conclude that there probably is no good reason to allow these evils. If it is true that probably there is no good reason to allow these cases of evil, then it is probable that God does not exist. This argument is called the “evidential argument” because we cannot prove that there is no good reason to allow the particular evils we are thinking about. These evils do, then, look like good evidence that God does not exist.

There are two reasons we can’t always make this claim. First, we can figure out reasons that God might have for many (perhaps most) of the evils in the world. For example, both human freedom and a stable, cause-effect universe are necessary for any meaningful action. Meaningful action, then, may be a reason that God allows various kinds of evil. Second, it is reasonable to think that God will have reasons that we cannot grasp for allowing evils in our lives. In fact, to think that we should be able to figure out God’s reasons for allowing every case of evil implies that we think God is not much smarter than we are. If God is the almighty creator of the universe, there will be evil the reason for which we cannot discern. This is exactly what we should expect if there is a God. It cannot be counted as evidence against God.

So even though it might seem, at first glance, that there are no good reasons to allow certain evils we see, this does not provide strong evidence that these evils are really unjustified. The argument that the kinds of evil we see make it unlikely that God exists has been seen to be pretty weak.

The philosophical problem of evil has to do with what is reasonable to believe. To what degree is it reasonable to believe in God in light of what we seem to know about evil? We have seen that evil does not contradict God’s existence. Nor is it strong evidence against the existence of God. The evil in the world, then, does not make it unreasonable to believe in an all-powerful and all-loving God.

Ecclesiastes
Distinguishing Between Vanity and the Good
This book’s repeated statements about the vanity of life under the sun have frequently caused negative attitudes toward the value of Ecclesiastes. The book appears to be pessimistic, fatalistic, cynical, and without much spiritual significance. But this view ignored the numerous statements about what is good and enjoyable for mankind. People are to fear God and remember that every good thing that we have is a gift from God. Because of these two emphases (vanity and good), it is best to see the author as a realist who recognized that life was full of frustrating and vain situations. But he also realized that there are some values that give life meaning, and he encouraged the reader to be wise by knowing what has value and what is useless.

Outline of Ecclesiastes
	Experience reveals much vanity in life


	1:1–6:12



	Much repetition is vain


	1:1–11



	Striving only brings vanity


	1:12–2:26



	No one can fully understand life or God


	3:1–4:16



	The vanity of hypocrisy and riches


	5:1–6:12



	Experience shows what is good


	7:1–12:7



	Things that are good and wise


	7:1–29



	It is good to enjoy life


	8:1–9:9



	Work, be wise, avoid foolishness


	9:10–10:20



	Remember your Creator and fear God


	11:1–12:7




The preacher/teacher was a king in Jerusalem who was the son of David (1:1, 12). The only one who fits this description was Solomon. Was this a book written about Solomon, or did Solomon ever come to his senses and realize the vanity of his ways? Some suggest that he may have repented of his evil ways (1 Kings 11:1–11) when he was about to die, but the Bible never records anything about a revival at the end of his life.

Experience Reveals Much Vanity in Life
What advantage do people gain from all their work? People profit about as much as the sun that goes round and round and is never done, about as much as the wind or the water that never finish their work. All this work seems to be in vain.

Constantly striving after wisdom is no answer, for that only increases one’s grief (1:12–18). Striving after the pleasures of wine, possessions, more servants, gold, or beautiful music does not give lasting satisfaction (2:1–11). Although it is better to be wise, both the wise and the foolish die and are soon forgotten. Life and all its work sometimes seem futile, for who knows—maybe children will waste it all. The best thing to do is to enjoy whatever God has given. He will give wisdom and joy to the good person, but will take away what little the foolish person has to enjoy (2:24–26).

It is wise to recognize that there is a proper time for every experience of life—war and peace, birth and death (3:1–8). God has secretly arranged all these things so that people will fear Him. Although people cannot fully understand God’s plan, they should rejoice, work hard, and see life as God’s gift of grace (3:9–15). Life may seem unjust at times, but people are not much better at judging this than the beasts. God will judge every person’s deeds, particularly people who oppress or who are selfish, workaholics, over-competitive, or unteachable (4:1–16). These characteristics lead to vanity, not wisdom.

It is vain to come hypocritically to the temple to worship God and say things that one does not really mean, for God knows what everyone is doing. All God requires is that one fear Him (5:1–7). Dependence on riches is also futile, for they will not satisfy and cannot be taken with one after death (5:10–6:9). It is best to just enjoy the things God has given. These are gifts from God, and He can give people the ability to be content with what they have (5:18–6:2).

Experience Shows What Is Good
Using some deep proverbs, Ecclesiastes suggests that it is good to think about the shortness of life, to listen to the wise person, to be patient, to not yearn for the good old days, and to be content with one’s lot (7:1–14). Although it is hard to understand why the righteous sometimes suffer, the wise person will fear God and escape trouble by avoiding extremes. Wisdom gives a person some strength against the sinful tendencies that have affected everyone (7:19, 20).

Unfortunately there are very few wise people around, even though God originally made everyone righteous. One simple way to demonstrate wisdom is to be loyal and obedient to the laws and political rulers (8:1–9), though it is clear that governments do not always reward the deeds of the righteous (8:10–14). Although people may not understand why God allows these things, they can rest assured that every life is in God’s hands (8:16–9:1). One day everyone will die, but before that day it is important that people be happy and enjoy life with their family, work hard at their responsibilities, and see wisdom as a great resource for a good life (9:2–18). Such behavior will help a person avoid foolish actions, such as falling in the pit that was dug to trap someone else (10:1–20).

People need to live by faith (11:1–6), rejoice, and think about God the creator before old age sets in and they die (12:1–7). There is much vanity in life, so those who fear God and obey His commandments will learn wisdom from the people that God, the Good Shepherd, has put in their lives (12:8–14).

Theological Significance of Ecclesiastes
1.
People who are always striving after more wisdom, pleasure, or wealth will find futility, not true satisfaction.

2.
Although people cannot fully understand God’s plans, He is in control of all the aspects of each person’s life.

3.
People should enjoy the food, family, and work that God has given them—these are God’s gifts.

4.
Above all things, fear God and obey His commandments; be wise and walk circumspectly in this evil world.

Discussion Questions and Activities
1.
Why do people suffer? Give several suggestions from Job.

2.
If you were one of Job’s comforters and did not know about Job 1–3, what would you have said to Job?

3.
What did Job learn when God spoke to him in 38–41? See 40:1–5 and 42:1–6.

4.
Why does the book of Ecclesiastes compare so many things to striving after wind?

5.
Compare Ecclesiastes 2:24–26, 3:12–14, 5:18–20, and 9:7–10 to Paul’s admonitions in Philippians 4:11–13, 1 Timothy 6:6–11, and Hebrews 13:5–6.
Proverbs
1. 
WISDOM LITERATURE
The Proverbs are generally classed as "wisdom literature” along with Job and Ecclesiastes.    There are two types of wisdom literature:
 (1) Practical instructions on how to live a good life.
 (2) Discussions of the meaning of life and the impact of suffering and tragedy.   Proverbs would fall under the first classification   Job and Ecclesiastes under the second.
The Spanish novelist Cervantes defined a proverb as “a short sentence based on long experience.”

2. 
AUTHOR(S)
A.        Solomon (1:1; 10:1).
B. 
The men of king  Hezekiah (25:1). 
C. 
Agur, the son of Jakeh (30:1).
D.        King Lemuel (31:1). (Another name for Solomon?)
It is generally agreed that Solomon is the original writer of chapters 1-29.   No valid arguments have been given to cause one to conclude otherwise.   There are some 915 verses in the book.   If each of the verses comprises a proverb, this would still fall well within the range of 3,000  proverbs Solomon  was said to have written (1 Kgs 4:29-32).
3. 
DATE
Solomon would have written the first twenty-nine chapters during his lifetime  (c. 1000-930 B.C.
Proverbs in its present form may have been assembled by the men of Hezekiah  (25:1 -c. 720 B.C.). 
4.
TYPES OF PROVERBS
The Hebrew word mashal is translated “proverb,” “parable,” and even “allegory,” but its basic meaning is “a comparison.” Many of Solomon’s proverbs are comparisons or contrasts (see 11:22; 25:25; 26:6–9), and some of his proverbs present these comparisons by using the word “better” (see 15:16–17; 16:19, 32; 17:1; 19:1).

While proverbs are generally conceived as short, pithy sayings, the book of Proverbs presents several different forms. These include:

(1) Parables (6:6-11; 7:6-27).

(2) Instructions (4:23; 11:4).

(3)  Teaching poems (6:16-19).
(4)  A short saying involving a comparison  (25:25; 26:8). 
(5)  A short saying which does not involve a comparison  (18:22,24).  
Solomon’s proverbs are comparisons or contrasts (see 11:22; 25:25; 26:6–9), and some of his proverbs present these comparisons by using the word “better” (see 15:16–17; 16:19, 32; 17:1; 19:1).

The most common form of proverb found within the book is known as "distich."  A distich is a verse of two lines.  There are three forms of distich used in Proverbs:
A. 
The idea presented in the first line is presented in the second in slightly different form (11:25)
 B. 
The second line serves as a contrast to the thought expressed in the first (10: lff).
C.        A distinct truth is presented in each line with little or no connection between them (11:4,16,29).
5. 
OUTLINE
The first seven verses serve as an introduction to the entire book of Proverbs. Verse 1 is the title; verses 2–6 express the twofold purpose of the book of Proverbs in one extended sentence; and verse 7 gives the motto of the book.

I suggest that 1:7 is the key verse we’re looking for: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning [chief part] of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” This statement is amplified in 9:10—“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy [Holy One] is understanding.” See also Job 28:28 and Psalm 111:10.
There are at least eighteen references to “the fear of the Lord” in Proverbs (1:7, 29; 2:5; 3:7; 8:13; 9:10; 10:27; 14:2, 26–27; 15:16, 33; 16:6; 19:23; 22:4; 23:17; 24:21; 31:30). If you read all these verses carefully, you’ll get a good idea of what this important biblical phrase means.

I.      Prologue: Purpose and Theme (1:1-7).
II.        The Superiority of the Way of Wisdom (1:8-9:18).
A.  Appeals and Warnings to Youth (1:8-33). 
B. 
Commendation of Wisdom (2-4).
C. 
Warnings Against Folly (5-7).
D. 
Appeals Addressed to Youth (8,9).
ill.     The Main Collection of Solomon's Proverbs (10:1-22:16).
IV. 
The Thirty Sayings of the Wise (22:17-24:22).
 V. 
Additional Sayings of the Wise (24:23-34).
VI. 
Hezekiah's Collection of Solomon's Proverbs (25-29).
VII. 
The Words of Agur (30).
Vll.   The Words of King Lemuel (31:1-9).
IX.       Epilogue: The Ideal Wife (31:10-31).
Ecclesiastes
1. 
TITLE
In the Hebrew the book bears the title,  "The words of the preacher  (diver qoheleth), the son of David, king in Jerusalem" (1:1).   "Qoheleth" could perhaps best be translated  by  "preacher."  The Septuagint translates the word "ekklesiastes," from which our English title is derived.
2. 
AUTHOR
The author is nowhere called by name within  the book.   Because of the words
"The son of David,  king  in  Jerusalem"  in  1:1,  many  have  assumed,  including Jewish  tradition, that the author was Solomon.   This appears to be supported by reference to great works (2:4-11) and great wisdom  (1:16).   However, there are some who argue against Solomonic authorship on the basis of 1:12- "I qoheleth was king in Jerusalem" - noting that the author's  kingship is spoken of as being in the  past  tense.     Solomon ruled until his death.    And some argue that the background of the book does not fit the age of Solomon.  Regardless, the force of tradition and textual indication would indicate that Solomon was the author.
3. 
OUTLINE (see below)
The following outline is taken from the NIV Study Bible published by Zondervan:
I.   Author (1:1).
II.   Theme:  The meaninglessness of man's efforts on earth apart from God (1:2). 
III. Introduction:  The profitlessness of working to accumulate things to achieve happiness (1:3-11).
IV.   Discourse, Part 1:  In spite of life’s apparent enigmas and meaninglessness,  it is to be enjoyed as a gift of God (1:12-11:6).
V.     Discourse, Part 2: Since old age and death will soon come, man should enjoy life in his youth, remembering that God will judge (11:7-12:7). 
VI.   Theme repeated (12:8).
VII.   Conclusion:  Reverently trust in and obey God (12:9-14).

4. 
IMPORTANT TERMS
A.        At least 35 times Solomon will use the word "vanity" (or "meaningless") in Ecclesiastes.   The original term in the Hebrew literally means "breath." As used in the book, the term is repeatedly used to describe the emptiness of life without God.
B.       "Chasing after the wind" is used nine times in the first half of the book to describe the futility of man's search for fulfillment apart from God.
C. 
"Under the sun” will be repeated some 29 times. 
We will discuss its implications a little later.

5. 
ANALYSIS
Many people have had a very difficult time with Ecclesiastes.  The pessimistic nature of the book has even inclined many to either reject it or view it with great suspicion.   However, the inclusion of Ecclesiastes in the Old Testament canon cannot be lightly taken.  It clearly was viewed both as inspired and as valuable by · the Jews
Perhaps one of the greatest problems associated with a lack of understanding of Ecclesiastes has come from a failure to appreciate the perspective from which the book is written. Two phrases are of key importance:
A.  "Under   the  sun"  is   the  perspective  from   which  Solomon   will  write.
Throughout the book he will make repeated reference to "under the sun" and "under heaven."  Because he seldom looks "above the sun" toward God, life appears drab, depressing and hopeless without HIM.
B.  "What advantage does man have in all his work..." (1:3).  The Hebrew word translated "advantage" here has the meaning of "that which is left over when the transaction is complete."   In other words, this book is an examination of
what reward there is to one's efforts in life if God is removed from the picture.
If one comes to grasp that much of the book is written from the perspective of an examination of how life must be viewed without God, then Solomon's statements become immediately more understandable.   Anyone trying to live life on their own, seeking to find fulfillment in the rewards of this life, are going to find themselves coming up empty.  Thus, the pessimistic nature of much of the book is a reflection of its perspective.
Charles Swindoll is his book, "Living on the Ragged Edge," which is a study of Ecclesiastes, makes three observations about what is taught in the book which are well worth considering:
A.  The sensual lure of something better tomorrow robs us of the joy offered
today.
B.  The personal temptation to escape is always stronger than the realization of it's consequences.
C.  The final destination, if God is absent from the scene, will not satisfy.
While the pessimism and anger in the book are undeniable, the power of qoheleth's, the preacher’s, conclusion must not be ignored.   Having examined the futility of attempting to live life without God, Solomon finishes by writing:
"Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man." (12:13).
Song of Solomon
This book is like no other in the Old Testament. It is not a sermon like the prophetic texts, but a series of dialogues between a man and a woman, a chorus of the daughters of Jerusalem and a woman, and dialogues within dreams. Since Israel, the covenant, and God’s activity with mankind are not key issues within these discussions, there were some early Jewish debates concerning its inclusion within the canon of Scripture.

Others were offended by its focus on what appears to be almost a lustful concentration on the beauty of the human body. Consequently, “more sanctified” interpretations were developed that saw this imagery as symbolic of the love between God and Israel, or for Christians, the love between Christ and the church. This led to exaggerated allegorical interpretations that were not connected to the historical or grammatical meaning of the text.

While most find only two main characters in this love story, some believe there is a love triangle within the book. Solomon was trying to woo a beautiful country girl, but she was in love with a plain shepherd boy from the country. The drama describes the tension that developed because of these conflicting loyalties. Since the presence of the shepherd boy is not explicit in this story, this interpretation is not preferred.

In light of the important place that love has in the relationships between a man and a woman, it should not be too surprising to find a biblical discussion of this topic. Elsewhere Scripture condemns the perverse sexual relationships of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19), has a long series of laws about purity and sexuality (Lev. 15; 18; 20), condemns David for his sin with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11–12), abhors the prostitution that went on at Baal temples (1 Kings 14:24; 2 Kings 23:7), and warns young men to stay away from evil women (Prov. 7). In these songs there is a positive description of love and sexuality.

Outline of Song of Solomon
	Mutual expressions of love


	1:1–2:7



	Meeting of the two in the country


	2:8–3:5



	The wedding procession and marriage


	3:6–5:1



	The bride’s longing for her lover


	5:2–6:9



	Bridegroom’s assurances of love


	6:1–8:4



	Final affirmations of love


	8:5–14




A brief description of the events within each of these episodes will help clarify the movement of the action and the emphasis on expressing love for the beloved.

Mutual Expressions of Love
The woman desires to be with the king in his chambers (1:2, 3), but in all humility she does not see herself as beautiful (1:5–7). Solomon tells her how beautiful she is (1:9–10, 15). Then she thinks (1:12–14) and speaks about her admiration of Solomon and his house (1:16, 17). She still thinks she is just an average girl, like a common lily (2:1), but the great Solomon has caused her to be lovesick (2:3–6).

Meeting of the Two in the Country
One day Solomon went to this young lady’s country village and found her (1:8, 9). It is spring, and he calls her to come and spend some time with him (2:10–14). When he is gone, she dreams about him, goes looking for him at night, and finally finds her love (3:1–5). She cannot stand to be without him.

The Wedding Procession and Marriage
A grand picture of the wedding procession with the king carried on a couch and with soldiers begins the preparations for the wedding day (3:6–11). Solomon praises his bride’s outward appearance (4:1–6) and desires to go away with her to explore her love and the sexual pleasures of her garden (4:7–15). She accepts his love, and he enters her garden of love (4:16–5:1).

The Bride’s Longing for Her Lover
After the wedding the bride misses her absent husband. In her dreams the lovers are living on different schedules and are separated from one another (5:2–7). She is desperate to find him, but he is gone. All she can do is sing a song of praise that expresses her deep love for her husband (5:10–16). Finally he returns to her garden of love (6:2, 3) and tells of his love for her (6:4–9).

The Bridegroom’s Assurances of Love
Solomon reassures his bride of her beauty and his deep love for her (7:1–10). She desires to take him away into the country (and away from business), maybe back to her home, so that they can better enjoy their love for one another (7:11–8:3).

Final Affirmations of Love
The couple goes away, and love is awakened near her home (8:5, 6). She describes the strength of the power of love and how precious it is (8:6, 7). Although she used to be a young, immature girl who was pure and did not know a man (8:8, 9), she has now found Solomon and willingly gives herself to him (8:10–12).

Theological Significance of Song of Solomon
1.
Love expresses appreciation for the beauty (physical and mental) of the one loved and results in a powerful commitment of devotion and mutual fulfillment.

2.
Love can be given, but not required or purchased.

3.
Sexual purity before marriage is essential. Otherwise the unique bond of love within marriage will be weak.

Discussion Questions and Activities
1.
What do Proverbs 2–7 have to say about sexual behavior outside of the marriage relationship?

2.
Using a concordance, look up the references in Proverbs for one of the following words—lazy/laziness, tongue, discipline, fear. List the references and then write a brief paragraph about this topic that you can share with someone else.

3.
How does the fear of God affect a person’s practical day-to-day life?

4.
How would you define love? What are some characteristics of love in the Song of Solomon?

5.
How can human love help us understand something of God’s love for us? What should characterize our love for Him?

6.
What are the various interpretations of Solomon’s song?

Words of the Preacher- “Qoheleth”


Life under the Sun versus Life under the Son


Theme: The meaninglessness of man’s efforts apart from God.


Opposite of Job- God is minimally involved in human life.





Mark’s Outline


Theme:  Vanity (1:2). 


 Intro:  Wealth doesn’t satisfy(1:3-11).


Pleasure doesn’t satisfy (1:12-11:6).


In the end everybody dies (11:7-12:7). 


  Theme repeated (12:8).


Conclusion: Fear God and keep his commandments (12:9-14).
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