Hosea
Hosea  about 750-735 BC.  Contemporary of Isaiah and Micah.  In the period immediately before the Northern Kingdom was destroyed by Sargon of Assyria in 722 BC.

A prophet to Samaria (the North, Israel)

Hosea the name comes from the same root as Joshua and Jesus.  It means salvation/deliverance.  Is Hosea a prefigure if Jesus Christ?  Yes!!!!  He sacrificed every pleasure and comfort for the sake of Israel.

The situation:  Israel, due to its depravity and worship of Baal is in terrible shape.   Hos 4:1-3   Sounds a lot like Romans 3:10-18

Theme:  Our unfaithfulness to God and God’s grace for us.  God wants a relationship with us very badly!!!   God is love!
Hosea’s life is a symbol.

Hosea and Gomer is a symbol of God and Israel.

It is also a symbol of God and each of us, individually.

1:2  Go and marry an adulterous wife and even accept children the result of her adultery.

Hosea marries Gomer.

1:4  Gomer bears Hosea a son named Jezreel = the place where the final battle occurred which destroyed Samaria/Israel.

Jezreel = vengeance

1:6-7  Gomer conceived again (but not by Hosea?) a daughter, Lo Ruhamah

Lo Ruhamah = not loved.   There is no more forgiveness!!

What a name!    Hosea was obedient!

1:8-9  A son  Lo-Ammi  = Not my people

A depressing situation.  Yet…

1:10-11   A messianic prophecy.   

2:1  Those who are now unloved and are not God’s people will become My people and My loved one.

What a wonderful picture of the grace of God!!!

2:2-13  Judgment for unfaithfulness.   Us before we were saved.

Esp v. 5-8

This was Israel.  This was us.  Completely ungrateful.  Completely unfaithful.

2:14-16   God looks at his unfaithful people who have sold themselves as harlots, and all he can think of is how to get them back.   Amazing!!!

God’s love is irrational; it is unquenchable; it is unfathomable.

Reminds me of Romans 5:6-8

Hosea 3:1-5   As with God, so with Hosea.

v. 1  Go, show your love to your wife again (despite the fact that she has been throwing herself sexually at anyone who will respond).  Love her like I love Israel.
v. 2  Hosea bought her back.  (as did God) for 6 oz. of silver and ten bushels of barley.

Hosea now understands the nature of God’s love.

3:5  A messianic prophecy.

Hosea 4-end.   The message.   What to repent of and how to make it right.  Kind of like a letter of Paul.   First, the theology, then the practical application.  Very emotional.   Almost as if disorganized because of the emotional state of Hosea.
4-8  Israel’s guilt

9-11 Israel’s doom/judgment

12-14 Prospects for change.

A few points:

Israel’s problem

1. Hosea 4:6-9   Lack of knowledge of the Word of God.

The leaders ignored the Law and did not feed the people.

“And it will be like people like priests”   As go the leaders, so go the people.

2.  Hosea 5:2-5  Spiritual prostitution, pride and arrogance.

3.  Hosea 6:4-6  Fleeting love, rather than faithful love.  Their love was the exact opposite of God’s.  

         v. 6  I desire mercy, not sacrifice.   Real love, not show.

4.  Hosea 7:8-13  Worldliness.   Foreign alliances.  They have gone after power by worldly means as if the world can solve their problems.  
Hosea 8:7 You sowed the wind and reaped the whirlwind.

12:8  Ephraim boasts, “I am very rich.”  God has blessed me, therefore I am righteous.   Righteousness is not found in wealth and success!!!

God’s love

11:1   I called you out of Egypt.   (Matthew 2:15)
11:8  How can I give you up?  My compassion is aroused.  Reminds me of Matthew 23:37.

12:9   I brought you out of Egypt.    I spoke to you through the prophets.  Will you not acknowledge and accept my love?

13:4-6  Very emotional.   I cared for you, but you became satisfied.  May this never happen to us.  (Matthew 5:6)
Hosea 14  Words of hope and deliverance.

14:1-2  Repent and return.

14:3  Repent of worldliness

14:4-7 I will forgive you and love you
