


BAPTISM

Q:    Have you ever been in a position where felt like you stuck out like a sore thumb?




Carlos Garnet

Matt 22: 1-14    stop at v. 12.     (just explain v. 1-7)

The man with the wrong clothes.

Q:  Who is this guy?

· wrong clothes

· surprised.  He thought he had the right clothes.

· HE WAS MORTIFIED

· I’m the parent of three teens, so being dressed in the wrong clothes is a major issue at my house?



Their worst nightmare is wearing the wrong clothes.



For me:   a recurring nightmare.


A show of hands, how many have had a dream where you were in public without clothes?

Who is this guy?

-at the banquet

-thought he was prepared   thought he was saved

-big surprise; he was not    he’s going to hell.

  Is it your neighbor?   Is it the student next to you in class? Is it you?

Gal 3:26


The man was not clothed with Christ.  
Not baptized into Christ
The only concept in NT associated with into Christ is baptism.

DEFINITELY NOT pray into Christ, or 


Repent into Christ, or believe into Christ.  Why?

Do you get clothed with Christ/received into the banquet/saved by repenting?



A scripture?

        By believing?     The man at the banquet probably believed.


By praying Jesus into your heart?

ROMANS 6:1-7   into Christ again.   V. 3

Paul uses the phrase In Christ  constantly    his favorite phrase to describe a saved person, rather than disciple.  (2 Cor 5:17  Eph 1:13, 2:13, 1 Pet 5:14)

v. 3 baptized into  Christ.
v. 4 The man at the banquet had not been buried with Christ.

Buried with Christ.  What does that mean?     Contact the blood.  A mystery.

Clothed with Christ=

Baptized into Christ=

Buried with Christ.=   ready for the banquet.

v. 5  united with him in his resurrection.  Hold onto that.

v. 7   Anyone who has died has been freed from sin.

Rhetorical Q:   The opposite?   Anyone who has not died, has not been freed from sin?

Q:  Have you died?  Have you been freed from sin?  When?  

TRICK QUESTION:   Are we saved by baptism?
1 PET 3:21,22   It saves you.   Q: What saves you?

Baptism.

Illustration:   a child in a burning building, standing in a window.  Parents beg him go jump.


Was he saved by jumping?         NO!  He was saved by his parents!

But…  Was he saved by jumping?  Yes!   But the kid would not have been saved if he had not.    EXACTLY!

   How?   By the resurrection of Christ.

Now even Rom 6:5 makes sense.   In baptism we are buried and raised with Christ.

Q:  is baptism HOW we are saved?

No.   Absolutely no.  We are saved by the blood of Christ, by the grace of Christ, through our faith.  

 (Coll 2:9-15)

Romans 3:21-26     through faith.          Could a baby be saved?  No!

Coll 2:11-13 Buried in baptism, and raised through faith… 

REV 7: 13,14 

The man at the banquet needed to get his clothes washed in the blood of the lamb!!

The blood of Jesus does the washing!
If baptism is not how we are saved, washed, clothed, then what is it.

   Baptism is WHEN we are saved.  That is where there is so much confusion.    God chose to have a definite, defineable, memorable, unforgettable point in time when we are saved.

Not just a warm feeling

Illustration (of when, not how):   Marriage.

Who created Marriage?  God!    Genesis 2:24   

Go on and on about this…when is it OK for a man and a woman to have sex?

Why?  We need a point of reference.     Before, not married,  now married.

But baptism, like a marriage ceremony is more than a point of reference.  It is a complete and utter change in your life.

Is a wedding ceremony “an outward sign of an inward grace.”

Example:     Paul, ACTS 22:2-21

When was Paul saved?   When were his clothes washed?  When did he get into Christ?

v. 8  when he believed?

v. 10 when he made Jesus Lord?  Confessed Jesus as Lord?   Became a disciple

v. 11  when he obeyed  

(Acts 9:9)  For 3 days he did not eat or drink.

When he repented?    No!!  

When he was baptized.        V. 14-16.
Satan wants the religious world to be confused on this point.

Back to Matthew 22:11        Many, many people are this man. 

Anyone who thinks they are saved, but are not!

Most people in America.

If the banquet were held today in S. D.  most attendees would be improperly dressed. 

Some day they will be absolutely mortified.   They will ask you:  why didn’t you tell me….?

We need to let people know they have the wrong clothes on if they do.

I’ve heard some struggle with taking a hard line on who is saved.

As a movement, we take a hard line.  (so does the Bible)

Welcome to the club!   I can relate
It’s tough to maintain a hard line.

Not my nature.

I wish everyone was saved!     But…….  The truth of the Bible is the truth.   

Ex.  Joe Grabowski

Ex. That guy who said   “I rebuke you in the name of Jesus.”

That hurt!

John 12:47-50          is still true.  God is the judge, not you.

Q:    
Is your struggle with whether the message is true, or with sentimentality?       

The History of baptism.

In the book of Acts (see the table below)

Notice, baptism is mentioned very often in Acts, but rarely in the letters.

Why?  Because Acts contains many conversion accounts.   Baptism was not an issue in the early church, so the letters do not address this doctrine.    Baptism is only mentioned occasionally to explain  and remind them about their conversion.
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X = mentioned    * = implied
Baptism was not an issue in the early church.  Not mentioned often for that reason.

The primitive church

Epistle of Barnabas  AD 110  

We indeed descend into the water full of sins and defilement.  However, we come up, bearing fruit in our heart…

Shepherd of Hermas  AD 95

The seal, then, is the water.  They descend into the water dead, and they arise alive.

Irenaeus of Lyon AD 185

This class of men have been instigated by Satan to denial of that baptism which is regeneration to God.  Thus they have renounced the whole faith.

Tertullian of Carthage AD 205

Without baptism salvation is attainable by no one.
Origin:  baptism without repentance does not save:  in fact the person is worse off than at first!!!

In the early church there was absolutely no doubt when someone was saved.

The Rise of False Doctrines
By 150 A. D.    

(  Preparation for baptism:  catachumen

(  Fasting required

( anointing with oil   (receiving the Holy Spirit came to be associated with the anointing rather than the baptism)
( delayed baptism   up to six months

( three immersions

Why?   “We just want to be safe.”

( 390 A. D.   “Baptize your infants”   ouch!!       Why?  SENTIMENTALITY!

Baptism took on a mystical meaning  --  it became a “sacrament”

A Catholic publication:

“Valid reception (of baptism) does not require faith….Therefore an unbeliever who so desires may be validly baptized even though he has no faith.

Another Catholic source:

“Baptize any person found unconscious and in a dying condition”

By 400 A. D. baptism of infants and of the unrepentant was common.

They made baptism more than it is.   Baptism like a magic potion.
Augustine    354-430 AD   The greatest theologian of Roman Catholicism     (except maybe Thomas Aquinas)




Laid the theological groundwork for Catholicism

( original sin, transubstantiation, perpetual virginity of Mary, immaculate conception, etc…

1000-1100 A. D.  Churches filled in or destroyed  their baptisteries.

Roman Catholicism:  Salvation by works—by sacrament.

( Luther and Calvin  1500-1550  faith only salvation

They made baptism less than what it is, because faith clearly came after baptism.

(  The Anabaptists Menno etc.  late 1500’s  baptism by immersion for forgiveness of sins.

The “Great Awakening” (1730’s-1770’s)  Jonathan Edwards.  John Wesley (1703-1791)  “confirmation”  stressed some sort of adult “conversion” process.

Mourner's Seat

A method originated during the 1730s or '40s, which was practically forgotten for about a hundred years. It is documented that in 1741 a minister named Eleazar Wheelock had utilized a technique called the Mourner's Seat. 

Charles Finney

It wasn't until about 1835 that Charles Grandison Finney (1792-1875) emerged to champion the system utilized by Eleazar Wheelock. He took the Mourner's Seat practice, which he called the Anxious Seat, and developed a theological system around it. Finney was straightforward about his purpose for this technique and wrote the following comment near the end of his life:

"The church has always felt it necessary to have something of this kind to answer this very purpose. In the days of the apostles, baptism answered this purpose. The gospel was preached to the people, and then all those who were willing to be on the side of Christ, were called out to be baptized. It held the place that the anxious seat does now as a public manifestation of their determination to be Christians".

Billy Sunday and the Pacific Garden Mission

Billy Sunday was a well-known baseball player from Iowa.  He mixed entertainment with ministry. After fire and brimstone sermons, heavy moralistic messages with political overtones, and humorous if not outlandish behavior, salvation was offered.  Very emotional.  People were saved by walking down the “sawdust trail” to the front, or praying, or even by shaking hands with Sunday.
Billy Sunday’s success caused other denomination to begin using similar “crusades.”    These were so successful that, ultimately, evangelicals created a bogus theology to explain the practices.  Lesson: We need to beware of the allure of “success.”
Sunday wrote “Four Things God Wants you to Know”
Billy Graham, Bill Bright

In the 1950s Graham's crusade counselors began using a standardized prayer for their altar calls.  He wrote Four Steps to Peace with God using Sunday’s formula.  
In the late 1950s Bill Bright came up with the popular Four Spiritual Laws. This method ended with the Sinner's Prayer. 
"Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be."
Defense of the Sinner’s Prayer:

1. The Thief on the Cross.

2. Revelation 3:20

3. John 3:16 and Ephesians 2:6-10

1. The thief on the cross.

Today, you will be with me in Paradise.

Is Paradise heaven?

Did he receive the gift of the Holy Spirit?

Jesus had not even died yet.  Neither had he been resurrected (Romans 6:2f)

Was the thief “saved” in the New Testament sense?
Most oft-used scripture is Rev 3:20     Look at the context.

1. Who is he talking to?   (weak but saved people)
2. What is he talking about?  Repentance so that you do not lose the salvation you already have.

Q: Is this a legitimate passage to use to discuss how one is saved?

John 3:16     For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

True.  Amen.   Q:  What kind of  “belief” is saving belief?   What does the scripture say?

Pray-Jesus-into-your-heart people will say that we are saved by grace, not by works (Eph 2:6-10),  so, by definition, baptism being a work, it cannot be required for salvation.

Of course, we agree, but we are saved by grace, through faith, so the question remains what kind of faith are we talking about.

John 6:29  The work that God requires is to believe?

Belief:  a work?   Yes, sort of.

Repentance:  a work?   Yes

Confession: a work?  Yes, sort of

Baptism:  a work?  Obviously not!!!   It is something done to us.

Besides, there is always James 2:14-26   Faith alone is not saving faith. (remember that Martin Luther called James “an epistle of straw”)

Bottom line, the defense of pray-Jesus-into-your-heart was created, not from scripture, but to defend an already-accepted practice.

Evangelicals today:  Francis Chan and others are waking up to the fact that the Sinner’s prayer does not work and that it is not biblical.

Example from in the airport in Manila just two weeks ago….
Conclusion:
Baptism is clearly the point of salvation, both in the New Testament and in the early church.   The first time something different was taught was in the 19th century in the US.   The “pray-Jesus-into-your-heart” practice is a recent development, with no precedent in the Bible or the early church.   It is a false teaching which is preventing untold millions from being saved.
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